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Tlo- SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p~. acid read prayers.

QTJESTLON-EAILWAYS, COMMISSION-
Fit S REPLY TO ROYAL COMIS-
SION.

Mr. CARMTER asked the Minister for Rail-
way-s: k, it is intention to have the reply
of the i omznissione- of Railways to the Royal
Coin,sson on Railways printed and placed
upon the Table of the Hlou...l

The- MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
P'lied: Yen.

B!LL- -ATTORNEY GEN ERAL
(VACANCY IN OFFICE).

Second Reading.

Ti~t PREMIER (Hion. Sir James Mitchell
-Northiw) [4.371 in moving the second
readini, mid: This is a short nmsure. It
ci4 n,--e-'a-v ec-rinse there is no Attorney
General. It ensables the M~inister for Justice
to cyt-rei-e ail the statutory powers vested in
the .Attorney GJenerasl. On nmore than, one
ocea~len it hans happened that a Minister for
Tustie ,., :, layman, has controlled this depart-
meet. The Bill dones not propose to amend
all th .tatutcs; thait would rot be practie-
nlIt - It ahies general authority to the 'Min.-
ister for Ju sstice tis do snch thfings as the
Attorneyv General is authorised to do. It is
igiad - retrosp ective to cover actions already-
taken 1hv the Minister for Tustice acting as
Attorney General. In this way we legalise
what has been done in the past. There are
mnass statutory reqii-ments that have to he
suet by- the -Minister for Justice to-day, where-
as the statute says those powers shall be
exc-'-i,cl I v- the .\ttarney General. There
arc- fix.- Dclarations Acet, the Ju~stices Act,
the Arl-itrotion Act, the Jury Act, the (us-
toni, AcPt, the Criminal Code, and many other
At- ia,kr which the Attorney General, by
statute, is required to perform certain duties
anv a'-rv out certain furn-tions. There being-
no Attorney General, these duties devolve on
the llinister for Jlustice. I ask the Ho,,se to
c-ortrm thait Mini.4ter s authority to do those
t:in P. It iq a s-err sinspIe nea~nre, for it
mn-ro'v nrovides that when there is no Attor-

nc-y General the Minister for Justice, a lay-
man, shall lerforn, the functions of the At-
torney General.

in. T. Walker: You ought to tell us what
those functions are.

The PREMIER: I have told you. My
learned friend, who hans been Attorney Gen-
eral, ,enlerstaods the position quite wveil. All
that I ani asking the House to do is to say
that it shall he legal for the Minister for
Jlestiet- to do what the statute says shall he
done boy the Attorney General. It is not
unusual to have a Minister for Justice in-
stead of an Attorney General. I mnove-

That the Bill be now read a second timec.

tin motion by Hon. T. Walker, debay, ad-
journed.

BILI-LICENSING ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Second Reading.
The I'REMIERl (Hon. Sir James Mitchell

-Northam) [4.43J in moving the second
reading said: May I explain at the outset
that this is not a party measure. Any pro-
posed amendment of the Licensing Act is
welcomed by almost everybody at the begin-
ning, hut is not wanted by any body once it
gets before the House. I expect the Hill will
be no exception to that rule. I never thought
it would be say duty to introduce such a
measure. However, we have to face our re-
sponsibilities and put the liquor traffic right.
When I introduced the Bill of last year, I
said the sale of liquor was a State monopoly.
I was misunderstood in that, and manyv
thought I meant it ought to he a State mnonop-
oly. But it is already a State monopoly, in-
aMuch as liquor is wsld only under State
license. That is the position. This State
shiould Set up a reasonable mneasure of control.
The Bill will, I think, be found to set up the
control that is necessary in this particular
cille. The great majority' of the hotels are
well run, but some are not. Some provide
re-asonable conveniences for the Public anti
others do not. We want by this Bill to make
it imperative that those whoi enjoy the privil-
ego of selling liquor shall serve the public
reasonably. This Bill should make for the
better control of the trade. There are somse
people who to not want reform. They feel
that if there is reform their desire for pro-
hibition will not be carried into effect. We
believe the trade should be reformed in the
interests of the State. We have endeavoured
hr this Bill to hold the balance fairly between
thie contending- parties. We also want to get
a reasonable amount of revenue from this
State monopoly. T will show later how little
we doa get from it andi how much it costs us
to get it, and also how much the Federal
authorities take, and how little they do for
what they get. The Bill is based upon lnst
session's. measure pand the report of the
Rou-al Commission. The Commission did
much valuable work.
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Mr. Underwood: Very valuable work.
The PREMIER: The inquiry -was of a

most exhaustive nature.
Mr. Under-wood: Very exhaustive.
The PtREMIER: They gave a lot of time

to the work and took a great deal of interest
in it. They must have delved very thoroughly
into the question.

Mr. Underwood: They did.
The PREMIER: The result was that

generally, though not altogether, their re-
commendations have been adopted. The Gov-
ernment have not been able to see eye to eye
with the Commission in all respects, but as
this is a non-party measure, members geaer-
ally will be able to deal with it aB they
think fit. The major points of difference
between the ideas of the Government and
the recommendations of the Commission
are as to the statutory majority necessary
to carry prohibition, and as to bona fide
travellers.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Very much so.
The PREMIER: There is a very consider-

able difference there. We also differ a little,
if one can accept the view of one Commis-
sioner, in regard to the aniount, of fees,
that is the rate of percentage on the pur-
chases of liquor.

Ron. W. C.-Angwin: Are you closing clubs
at nine o'clock?

The PREMIER: The principal provisions
of the Bill are, first, that the Licensing Court
shall consist of three licensing magistrates
with jurisdiction throughout the whole State
from a proclaimed date. This date will be
fixed when the administrative details have
been worked out. It is obvious that the court
cannot cover the whole State, so it is given
authority to delegate some of its powers.
Until the Licensing Court is proclaimed, the
districts will be continued as at present, but
there is power relating to the grouping of cer-
tain districts in order to insure uniformity.
The reduction provisions are similar to those
contained in last year's Bill. A board of
three members is to be appointed by the Gov-
ernor. This is based on the Victorian and
New South Wales Acts. This hoard will
operate from the 1st January, 1923, and will
hold office for six years. It will have jinris-
diction throughout the State, and its decisions
will be final- The board members may be
licensing magistrates or vice versa. This is a
proper principle. One board will deal with
licensing and reduction, which, I think, will
be a more convenient way of handling the
matter. The expenses of the licensing re-
duction board will come out of the compensa-
tion fund. It may be regarded as a singular
thing that one of the first provisions in this
Bill is to give the licenses reduction hoard
power to grant new lienses where necessary,
either through increased population, or to pro-
vide increased lrequirements for the public, or
where the public way express a desire for
an increase. In Western Australia
settlements grow quickly, sometimes on the

goldfields, and sometimes in the agriculture
di-triets. If licenses are to be continue.
throughout the State they ought to be mad
to apply to these new settlements, and a
times applied to places where the populatio
in a given centre is considerably inereasec
So long as our statutes give people the rigi
to har(e hotels, sueh hotel aecoinmodatlo
should not be denied to new and growin
centres. The board way reduce the aumbe
of licenses to the extent that money in th
compensation fund is available for the pui
pose. This rower is to last for six year:
For six years, and from year to year durin
that time amounts will be paid into the eon
peusation fund. So far as funds are avai
able this money will be used to reduce ti
number of licenses where they are in excel
of the requirements of the public. In Claus
453 there will be found the guiding principlc
under which licenses are determined. It givt
all the necessary lowers to enable complel
investigation and inquiry to be made, an
provides for the confidential production c
taxation returns. All parties interested wi
bare a hearing. The man whose hotel ist
he closed will be entitled to have his caf
heard before the board. In dealing with th
question therefore the board will have fu
power to get at the truth. The compensatic
is based on the Victorian and New Soul
Wales Acts. It will be assessed by the boar
and will go in part to the owner and in pa
to the lessee. It will be assessed by the boar
to the owner and lessee for diminution
value by reason of the loss of the licens
It will be assessed to the licensee by reasc
of the loss of the license and the loss(
business. It is difficult to determie how mum
should go to the owner or to the lessee,
to the man who is sub-lessee. lIt sometimi
happens that thr, licensee of premises mere!,
pays rent for the land and puts up his ou
building. There is provision by which t1
hoard is to determine in what proportion ti
owner andi the licensee have to contribute I
the compensation fund, and in what propo
tion they are to benefit from that fund. T1
claim of the owner will be made on the di
ference between the probable rents that 1
wrould receive with or withouit a license. Th
will he based upon the three years followir
thc time of the cancellation of the licens
The case of the lessee 'will be based on ti
difference between the probable net ren
from his sub-lessee with and without
license for three years, or for the uncxrpir(
term of the lease, if that is the lesse
Net rent means the excess of rei
received by the lessee over that pal
by him. The compensation to the licensi
is based, for each year or part of each ye:
of the unexpired term of tenancy' up to ttv
years, on the average annual net profit fl
three years preceding the notice
deprivation. Ile may have six
eighteen months to go, but he won
be paid on the average of his net proli
for three years preceding notice of ca
cellation. Ink the Victorian Act two yea
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is-r-vied and in the New South Wales
Act three years. The Dill adopts the Act of
the latter State. The compensation fund will
tornm a trust fund at the Treasury. This will
be contributed to by a levy of two per cent.

oii the liquor purchases, excluding duty. This
two per cent, will be paid by those operating
under the publicans' general, hotel, wayside
house, Australian, wine, wine and beer, and
wine, I uttic, and gallon licenses.

21t- Illder~ooil, Jt wvill be paid by tbosa
who buy the stuff.

The PREMIER: I suppose that is so. It
cannot be paid by anyone else. Clubs are not
included, for they do not benefit front the

compensation fund. The board may allow a
deduction by the licensee from rent up to half
the compensation fee, having regard to the
claim of the lessor on the fund. The owner 'a
interest in a license may vary considerably.
Hle may own the land, or the land as well as
the building. In Victoria with a population,'
i"p to 30th June, 1920, of 1,504,260 there were
2,155 hotels, and 698 people per hotel. In
Western Australin with a popnlation of
639,640, there were 471 hotels (publicans'

genieral license) and one hotel to every 721
persqons, rather mtore than the Victorian
-figures. The work of the reduction hoard in
Victoria 1,etween 1907 and 1919 resulted in
1,282 hotels being closed, and compensation
to the value of £672,591 being paid, giving
ain average of £524 for each hotel. In West-
ern Australia, in addition to there being 471
publicans' general licenses np to December,
1921, there wvere 97 wayside houses, one hotel,
17 Australian wine and beer licenses, and 51
Australian wine licenses. It will probably
be eontendled that we have already taken a
vote on this question, and that compensa-
tion n-as provided from 1911 onwards on
the 10 ycnrs' notice that was given. The
1911 Act provided that there should he no
cash comntcsation, but that all hotels should
have a life of 10 years from that year.
That Act said that hotels must be closed by
aI vote of the people. Now we hope to change
the system and it is proposed. to close hotels
by means of tile reduction board and to
compensate front the fund provided by the
tradle. It will he remembered that the 1911
Act provided for no compensation for the
closing of hotels after 10 years. If prohibi-
tion lie carried, of course the hotels will
close without receiving any compensation.
I ant told that in Victoria between 18865 and
1907 the hotels closed by means of local
option numbered 217, and the average cost
was £980O.

Hon. T, Walker: And how many were
Opened in the same period?

The PRE-MIER: I do not know. It ha,;
to lie remembered too that the reduction board
will have the power to close bad hotels, as
well as those that are not wanted, hotels
whih it is not possible to close uinder local
option. Hon. irembers will recollect how the
rote went in this State. Where there were
too many hotels none n-as closed; in districts

e

where the number of hotels was'not many,
there were some closed. If we are to have
reform wve must face the situation as it is.
We must profit by experience and close hotels
in slum areas and where it is not desirable
that they should be continued. Whth regard
to fees, those at present in existencee-ecept
new brewer's license and spirit merchant's
license, which are increased-will be paid as
a minmmn on the issue of the license. They
may be paid in quarterly mnoieties if a portion
of the year has expired. It is provided also
that all licensees, including clubs, shall furn-
ish within three months of the date of the
license, a return of the purchases of liquor
and amounts paid, or payable, for those
liquors--escludiag duties-for the previous
12 months ended December. The fees
are to be assessed at 10 per cent. on
these amounts less the minimumt fee al-
ready paid. I hope the House will agree
that this amount is not toe high. Tihis fee
will be collected on the purchases. The
license fee paid will, of course, be deducted.
It is a system which was introduced in Vic-
toria in 1916, where the percentage collected
OIL the purchases, including duty and
cove ring fees and pay ment to the
cornpensatlIun fund, is 6 per cent. Fronm
the brewer and the spirit Merchant we
propose to collect 10 per cent, on
the snies-etx duties--to unlicensed persons
in addition to the minimum fee. Of course
we cannot collect twice, and where a brewer
or a spirit merchant sells to the trade only,
we get the percentage we want from the
trade. But where they sell for private eon-
snmption they must pay. That is the Vic-
torian provision also.

Mr. Lathamn - Is it to be made retro-
spective for 12 months?

The PREMIER! I am afraid it would be
difficult to do that. The fees will he payable
before the 1st June. It will be remembered
that under local option certain hotels were
closed, and whilst the revenue from licenses
in 1920-19,21 amiounted to £37,234 it fell in
1921-1922 to £34,427. So far as I can Judge
from statistics, the sale of liquor did not
decrease; rather, I think, did it increase. The
expenses connected with the trade continued.
The estlinited revenue from the proposed 10
per cent., which is to go into Consolidated
Revenue, is £110,000. The total gross pur-
chbases are estimated to amount to
£1,700,000. and with the deduction of
customs and excise amounting to £000,000,
we get £1,100,000, representing the total
gross purchases. On similar sales, 'Vic-
toria's 6 per cent, produces £102,000. The
Federal authorities collect a very sub -
stantial suni from this trade and no
one has ever raised his voice in protest. The
Federal people last year collected from the
trade in 'Western Australia no less a sum
than £605,129, as against £557,424 in the
previous year. They actually received
£47,000 more last year from customs and ex-
cise titan they did in the year before,

Mr Willeck: All over Australia?
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The PREMIER: No, from Western Aus-
tratia alone. No one minds that in the sligbt-
est.

Mr. Underwood: Do not be too sure about
that.

The PREMTIER: Well, the hon. member
has not raised his voice in protest, and neither
has anyone else.

Mr. Wilson: No one knew.
Mr. Johnston: They get too much.
The PREMIER: There is no reason why

they should get too much and we should get
too little. On a good deal of the spirits, I
believe, duty is paid in the Eastern States.

Mr. Underwood: You can apply the same
argumet to land taxation.

The PREMIER: No, the laud tax is a little
drier. The two matters are totally different.
A good deal of the spirit, too, I believe is
bottled in the East and duty is paid there.
Last year our license fees fell by nearly
£3,000, while excise duty was increased. The
Federal Government collected 36s. per head
of the population in connection with this
trade in Western Australia, and it is inter-
esting to remember that their per capita
payment to us is only 25s. Whilst the Fed-
oral Government made this huge levy, the
State Government collected only 2s. per head
last year. Imagine it, 2s. against 36a.1 There
are expenses connected with the trade-there
are the courts, police inspectors, etc., while the
Federal Government merely incur the expense
associated with the collection of customs and
excise. It has to be remembered too that -we
render many free services to the Commron-
wealth, and one -would think that the Fed-
eral Government would leave a portion of
the revenue to be derived from the liquor
trade for the State Government to collect
'We must not forget likewise that Federal tax
ation generally is about three dines higher
than that of the State, while there is no harm
in quoting again that Federal taxation of the
trade is 18 times higher than that of the
State. I have already explained that whilst
we propose to collect 10 per cent on the sales
less duty, in 'Victoria they collect six per
cent, on the gross purchases. That six per
cent., however, covers fees and contribution
to the compensation fund. The Victorian re-
ceipts from all sources last year totalled
£164,134. I do not know that I need say
very munch about what we propose to collect
because I hope the House will realise that
we are entitled to additional revenue. I
conme next to the question of submitting
the subject to the people. The present reso-
lutions which it is proposed to abolish are
''continuanee, increase, reduction, and no-
license?' The issue to be put before the
electors will hie simplified-it will he a ques-
tion of wet or dry, and the rote will embrace
nll licensles and clubs. It stands to reason
that if prohih'-ion be carried, all licenses.
will have to go. If when the next poll is
taken prohibition to carried, then at the
suet-cedling poll the question to be tiut to the
peopile will b, "'restoration."'' We propose
that the first vote shall be taken in 1924 and
every five yeArs; therea~fter. It is providled

also that the poll shall not be taken on the
day of a general election. Hon. members
nwill see that if prohibition be carried we
shall have a dry State because the vote will
have a general application. The Bill sets out
the old provi3ion of the three-fifths majority
and it is also stipulated that 30 per tent. of
the votes on the roll niust be east for pro-
hibition, that is to say there must be a three-
fifths majority and a minimum of 30 per cent.
of electors on the roll must vote for
prohibition. If prohibition be carried
it will take effect at the end of that
year. If restoration be carried at a
subseut poll, then the licenses may be is.
suied forthwith. There will be nio compensation
in the case of hotels closed by reason Of this
vote. The hours of trading at present are
from 9 n.m. to 9 p.m., and this provision will
h~e made permanent, except in the goldlfields
districts, where the hours will be front 9 a.m.
to I I p.m. At present the hours there are
from 6 a.m. to 11 p.m.

Mr. J,. If, Smith: Why the exception?
The PRXMNIER: The circumstances are

very different there. The men work shifts
throughout the day and night. Hlowever,
thlat is the provision contained in' the Bill.
The bona-fide traveller clause is abolished
altogether.

Mr. Lath am: That is hard tuck for the
mian outbaek!

The PREMIER: This privilege has been
very much abused in tbe past. It is rather
strange that this is the only thing that hotel-
keepers have ever asked me to do.

Mr. .7. H. Smith: Those hotel-keepers would
i~e in the metropolitan area.

The PRE'.IER: Not at all. The, request
for the abolition of the bona-fide traveller
provision was the only request made by hotel-
keepers to me. They pointed out that they
were between tihe devil and the deep sea.
They must sell to a man who says he is a
bona-fide traveller. If they suspect that he
is not a bona-fide traveller ond refuse to give
him drink and should he happen to be a bonn-
fide traveller, the hotel-keepers refusing to
serve him can be prosec-uted. It does not
seems to me that the abolition of the bona-
fide traveller clause will inflict any great
hardship upon anyone merely by saying that
for one day in seven they must keep away
from hotels. After all, the people who ruu
hotels have a right to somek consideration.
I do not know that many bonn-fide travellers
will be inconvenienced by this proposal.

Mfr. .1. If. Smith: My word, they will!.
The PREMIER: I know there are manny

''bona-fide travellers'' who w-ill walk a long
distance to hotels on Sunday. People who
do that, however, are not bonn-fide travellers
in any sense of the word. I venture to assoert
thatI but for Sunday tradling, the voting at
the last elevtion woul have shown a very
different resuilt. I think there is no needl
to retain the bona-fide traveller provisions;.

M.%r. H~eron: I do not agree with you.
The PREMIERTF: Prov-ision is madle for

the Iodq~ers. and boarders, and a. regi%ter mnust
W. kept by the, hotei-keepers.
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Mr. Chesson: A lodger can get a drink?
The PREMIER: Genuine travellers will

be provided for as lodgers for the purpose
of meals and so on. At this stage, I may
point out that the Royal Commission did not
recommend the abolition of the bona-fie
traveller clause.

Hon. P. Collier: No, their motor-ear broke
down and they bad a long way to walk one
Sunday.

The PREMIER: The Commission recomn-
mended that the distance should be extended
to 10 miles.

Mr. Latham: Make it 20 miles, but do not
cut it out in the country districts.

The PREMIER: Hon. members will have
an opportunity to discuss this aspect. I
have already pointed out it is a not-party
question andl everyone can vote as he thinks
fit. I do not agree with the Commission that
wre should retain the bona-fide traveller
clause. At present the distance is five miles,
and anyone travelling that distance is en-
titled to a drink.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: We do not want the
Perth people coming to Fremantle and get-
ting booze there on Sunday.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Cut it out for the met-
ropolitan area.

The PREMIER: I can understand the
Perth people not wanting the Fremantle peo-
ple to come to the city, but I cannot under-
stand the Fremnantle people objecting to the
Perth people going to the port on Sundays.
They provide mixed bathing and all sorts of
attractions that the member for North-East
Fremantle enjoys so much.

Hon. W. (J. Anigiin: We do not want
them at Fremnantle, getting boozed on Sun-
days.

The PREMIER: Fremantle is a very at-
tractive place on -Sundays and wye must make
the distance more than 12 mniles if we are to
retain the bona-fide clause. If new licenses
are to be granted, 'hey will only be granted
at the absolute discretion of the court. The
new licenses granted are not to exceed the
number of the same description as at the 31st
December, 1922, except where granted by the
licenses reduction board. The reduction
board can only be moved by a petition signed
by the majority of the adult residents of any
centre. I think that is important. I have in
mind a place like Kununoppin. There is a
license at Wyaleatehem, and another at H3en-
cubbin. Ktrunoppin is an important centre
and they think they should have the privilege
of licensed premises at their centre.

Hon. T. Walker: There is one at Tray-
Ding.

The PREMIER: That is seven miles
away. That is quite sufficient to satisfy the
hon. member.

Ron. T. Walker: I consider it is a nuis-
ance.

Hion. W. C. Angwia: The reduction board
uill have nothing to do hut grant licenses
for a year or two.

The PREMIER: It will be simplifying
the matter by having only one hoard. When
a license for a hotel is granted a premium

munst arcompany the tender. This is nomin-
ally the systemn to-day but as a matter of
fact, it is only nominal. Instead of getting
a reasonable premium for the right to erect a
hotel, wre find that we get £E1 or £5 or some
such small sum. That wvas never intended
when we asked for a premium. It will not
happen in the future, for the premium will
have to be a reasonable one. Provision is
made for proper accommodation in hotels, in-
cluding bathrooms and sanitary conveniences,
as well as furniture, which must be reason-
ably decent. This provision is taken from
the Victorian Act. Existing licensed premises
are to he brought up to a proper standard
within a period of five years. When a man
applies for a hotel license he will require to
produce testimonials guaranteeing his bona-
fides, his good character and so on. If we
could be certain that the right man was to
run a hotel, then all that would be necessary
would be to say that; the license could be
granted and then we would know that it
would be well run. In such cases, it would
not be necessary for all these hundred and
one provisions. It is because hotels are not
well run that we have to legislate in these
varied directions. Regarding clubs, I have
already informed the house that these insti-
tutions are included under the prohibition
vote. The number of clubs is not to be in-
creased except by the authority of the reduc-
tion board. The minimum number of mem-
bers of clubs in the metropolitan area will be
100 for the future.

Hon. P. Collier: Then the reduction board
means an increase

The PREMIER:
Hon. P. Collier:
The PREMIER:
Hon. P. Collier:
The PREMIER:

I think it is rather
Hon. P. Collier:
The PREMIER:

there too!
It is a useful board.
You are quite right!
It suits both sides.
It reduces and increases.
It suits both sides, and

clever.
You are quite right!
The number of members

stipulated for in Perth clubs at the present
time is 30. For the future, it will be 100.
Ta the country, the number required for clubs
is 80 and for the future it will be 50.
Liquor sales in clubs arc not to be m~ade
after 11 p.m.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Make it 9 p.m., the
sme as the hotels.

The PREMIER: As to the fees, the clubs
will pay 10 per cent, on the liquor purchased
just as is the case with hotels. There will be
no Sunday sales except to lodgers and board-
ers. Probably no one wvill be quite satisfied
with that provision.

Hon. T. Walker: What is the distinction
between a lodger and a boarder?

The PREMIER: One man will only take his
meals in the club. Clubs will be open to in-
spection. Then we propose to deal with the
licensing Of railway ears and refreshment
rooms. This is a perfectly reasonable pro-
vision. Under the Government Railways, Act,
1904, power is given to the Comnnissioner of
Railways to say who shall be licensed for
these purposes. In future the court will
have to decide that, and these people will
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have to conform with the directions of the
licensing bench.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: There is no power to
wipe them out altogether.

The PREMIER: They will have to be
approved by the licensing bench. The board
will control the licenses and they will be sub-
ject to the Act just the same as any other seller
of liquor. The leases rim out next year, and
we -will have to respect that arrangement dur-
ing that period. After that, therefore, the
right to lease these refreshment rooms will
comne under the Licensing Mct.

The Minister for Mines: The Bill will
only deal1 with the sale of liquor.

The PREIER: As the Minister for
Railways reminds me, the Bill will only
affect the railway refreshment rooms so far
as the sale of liquor is concerned, otherwise
the refreshment rooms wvill be able to proceed
with their business the same as usual. The
licensing bench will decide who is to sell the
liquor.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Will the bench over-
ride the Crown?

The PREMIER: The bench will over-ride
the Commissioner for Railways. The Bill will
regulate this question.

Hon. P. Collier: It is time it was put uader
the control of someone. They are abolishing
it, granting it, and changing again. We want
sonme stability.

The PREOffER: Bar attendants are to be
over 21 -years of age for the future and must
be registered. They will be made liable for
breaches of the Act.

Mr. J. 1H. Smith: Will they have to wear
discs?

The PREMIER: The minimum age of per-
sons who may obtain drinks in licensed pre-
mises has been raised from 18 to 21 years.
If this provision is agreed to, no man under
21 years of age will be permitted to buy
drinks in any hotel nor yet to take drink on
licensed premises.

Mr. J3. R. Smith: I suppose they will not
be allowed to go away and fight for their
country, if necessary, under 21 years of age!

The PREMIIER: I do not think this will
mean any hardship at all or that it will be
regretted by anyone. The age of 21 is quite
low enough. I venture to say that very few
members of this House drank much before
they were 21.

Hion. P. Collier: Shakespesre was married
at 18.

The PREMIER: This Hill does not prevent
a man from marrying-

Hon. P. Collier: If a man is old enough
to get married, he should be old enough to
take a drink.

The PREMIER: A man does not need to
be married to take drink.

Mr- J. H. Smith: But he might need to
take drink because he is married.

The PREMIER: Gaming in hotels is to be
prohibited. If the measure passes, it will
be an offence for an hbtelkceper to post -racing
results. The managers of Stats hotels will be
liable for breaches of the Act.

Hon. P. Collier: They are Crown servants.
The PREMIER: Yes, but if they disobey

orders by selling after hours or commit anly
broach of the law, they should be punished.
A State hotel at Owalia or Leonora might be
in competition with other hotels and it must
conform to the law.

Hon. T. Walker:. Who will pay?
Mr. A. Thomson: The Government.
The PREMIER: No, the man must pay.
Mr. T. H., Smith: The Govern meat will pay

in th6 long run.
The PREMIER: Clause I provides for an

increase in the minimum penalties. We pro-
pose that single women over 30 years of
age may hold license!.

Hon. T. Walker: Why 30?
The PREMIIER: Because women sometimes

have the misfortune to reach 30. The ban.
member did not suggest otherwise 10 years
ago* Last year it was pointed out that many
hotelkeepers failed to serve the public with
meals notwithstanding that the Act required
them to do so. If this measure is passed,
meals must be served and the price may be
fixed by the board. To-day the public can
demand meals and the hotelkeeper can offer
lunch or dinner and charge for it 10s, or
any other prohibitive price. We provide that
the board may interfere and fix the tariff. I
do not know what the strength of beer is,
but this Bill provides a strength of 9 per
cent., and for stout 12 per cent. I am told
by a learned legal gentleman that stout will
no longer be worth buying because it will
he too weak.

Hon. T. Walker: Is that a legal question?
The PREMI1ER: With him it is. We also

provide that whisky is to be kept three years
in woodl. It mnay be a little difficult to en-
force that. Some people advertise 10 year
old whisky.

Hon. P. Collier: Are there suitable woods in
the State?

The Premier: The Forests Commission
might- be able to answer that question.

The "Minister for Mfines: Why injure good
wood?

The PREMIER: Whisky of course has to
be kiept in bond and it will be possible to
place a cheek on it there. The further em-
ployment of Asiaties will be prohibited.
Asiatics now working in hotels will be per-
mitted to continue, but the numiber must not
be increased.

Hon. P. Collier: But does that apply to
the Weld Club, too?

The PREMIER: Ift applies to some of the
hotels on thle fields.

Hon. P. Collier: There is no hotel up there
employinQ Asiatic labour.

The PREMIER: The Bill provides that a
standard measure may be demanded for any
quantity over half a pint. The serving of a
semi-intoxicated person is made an offence.
While it is difficult to Say when a person is
drulnk, it is still more difficult to say when
hie is in a state of semi-intoxication.

Ron. T. Walker: Why put that in? It is
absurd.
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The PREMIER: No, it will be possible to
refuse to serve a person obviously the worse
for drink. Vinegroivers to-day may sell wine
made from fruit grown in their own vine-
yards, but often a wine-maker buys grapes
from the onner of an adjoining vineyard for
wine making. Mr. Ferguson, of "Houghton,'"
makes wine from his own grapes and from
the grapes grown by neighbours. The Bill
provides that a vinegrower may sell wine
made from purchased fruit grown in the
State. This represents an alteration in the
law.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: A man in Fremantle
was fined for that last week.

The PREMIER:- Boys under 16 are to be
excluded from bars as servants. Billiard
rooms in metropolitan hotels must close at
the same time as the bars, namely, 9 p.m. The
Bill proposes to abolish the two gallon license
and the brewer 's license. The brewer will take
out a spirit merchant's license in addition to
the brewer's license.

Mr. Munsie: Are you still retaining the
gallon license?

The PREMIER: Yes. It will be necessary
for hotelkeepers to obtain the court's per-
mission before a second bar can be opened,
but for this no fee will be charged.

Hon. W. C. Angwia: It would he a good
thing to remove the screens before the bar
doors.

The PREMIER: I have bed no experi-
ence of them. Of course, the hon. member has.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They are not used in
country hotels.

The PREMIER: The Commission recom-
mended that a licensed person may be pla-
carded for adulteration. This recommenda-
tion has been adopted. The Commission
recommended that the wayside license he not
retained. We have decided to retain this
license as it will pay the minimum fee. The
Australian wine bottle license is retained
against the recommendation of the Commis-
sion. If every Australian wine bottle licensee
could take out a wine license as suggested, it
-would lead to an increase in the number of
wine shop;, and this, of course, would be con-
tradictory of the provisions of the measure
for no new licenses. Another recemmen-
dation of the Commission uot adopted is that
relating to wine licenses, The Commission
proposed to exempt from licensing the seller
of wine in two gallon Iota grown within the
State. TI this were adopted it would allow
anyone and everyone to sell Western Austra-
lian wine in two gallon lots without a license,
which certainly could not be entertained. I
have explained that we intend to allow vig-
nerous and orchardists to sell wine of their
own manufacture from purchased fruit.

Mr. J. H, Smith: And eider, too?
The PREMIER: Yes. The most import-

ant of the Commission's recommendations
not adopted is with regard to prohibition. The
Commission proposed a simple majority

with an 85 per cent. poll and compulsory
voting under a penalty of £5. It would .be
foolish to imagine that it would be possible
to get an 85 per cent, vote in this great
scattered country.

Mr. Mann: It is said that they got 93 per
cent, in Queensland.

The PREMIER: If that is so, I do not
know how they obtained it. Scattered far and
wide over a vast area as our people are, it
would be impossible to get 86 per cent. here.

Hon. P. Collier:- At my last election we got
a little over 84 per cent., which was the highest
in the State.

The PREMIER: Yes, probably the highest
we have ever had, and the hon. member's
electorate is a very compact one, where every-
body could walk to the poll.

Hon. P. Collier: And they appreciate their
citizenship.

The Minister for Mines: Are you sure
there were not free drinks going that day?

Hon. P. Collier:- You must not libel them
like that.

The PREMIER: It was a keenly fought
election and I was not surprised at the high
percentage. We may as well deterriine upon
having no vote at all as ask for an 85 per
cent. poll. I do not think our rolls are in such
a state of perfection as to justify us in say-
ing that 100 per cent. of electors
are entitled to vote. Many are dead, many
have transferred their 'residence to other
places. So we propose to adhere to the pre-
sent system. With an 85 per cent. poll there
would be no chance of carrying prohibition
now or at any other time.

,Mr. Mausie: Why have a two-fifths ma-
jority for liquor?

The PREMIER: I do not know why there
should not be that majority. If hotels are
to be closed by a vote, then the vote should
be conclusive and definite, and such a vote
would not, I think, be obtained by a simple
majority. One poll, under the simple ma-
jority system, might result in the closing of
hotels and the next vote in favour of open-
ing thiem. If the people are in favour of
abolishing the sale of liquor, let them say so
by a substantial majority. The question of
prohibition is not an ordinary one, to be de-
cided by simple majority.

H1on. T. Walker: Why?
The PREMIER: Because one man wants

to say, to me, ''You shall not take a drink.'I"
Hlon. 'T. Walker: If a beefsteak was

poisoned I would prevent you from eating it.
The PREMIER: The hon, member is not

a judge of that.
Hon. T. Walker: It has been scientifically

demonstrated that alcohol is ar poison.
The PREMIER:. We are taking poisons

all day long. If hotels are to be closed by
this means, there should be a vote that will
mean finality.

H1on. T. Walker: This is special pleading.
The PREInER: I am prepared to listen

to arguments from bon. members opposite on
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this question. The Commission recommended
that for taxation purposes the prices of beer
and wines and spirits should be taken as at
the place of manufacture; that the 10 per
cent. should be collected on the shipment in
London and not in the dock at Fremnantle.
The Goversnent, however, say that the price
to be taxed should be the wholesale price
paid in this State, less Customus duty. We
cannot hare two different systems for charg-
ig duty.

Honj. W. C. Angwin: Charge the duty on
the imported ituff. That is the only chance
yoe have of getting it,

The PRLE-MI ER: The Commission suggest
that the board should allow reasonable tie
before the c!losing of an hotel. The BM1
fixes the time as from the end of the current
period of the lease, the 31st December.

Hon, T. Walker: That is, of the license,
not of the lease.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Do you antidipate
that the board will close ally hotels?

The PREMIER: I do.
Mr. Pickering: On the fields the board

will close hotels.
Hon. W. C. Aungwin: But not anywhere

else.
The PREM.IfER: I hare already said that

the Commission recommend the restriction of
compensatioti to publicans' general licenses
and Australian wine and beer license',. The
Bill, however, includes all hotels anld licensed
premises in the benefit of the compensation
proposed by the measure. Gallon licenses
are likewise included. The Commission re-
commended that the board should hare power
to borrow money for compensation purposes.
That reeonmm,-clation finds no place in the
Bill. Further, the Commxission recommendedI
that any person carrying away liquor from
licensed premises within one hour of closing
Uime should be regarded as guilty of an
offence. That would mean one hour before
the present closing time of nine o'clock.

Mr. Mann: It means that liquor moust not
be carried away from licensed premnises after
eight o'clock.

The PREMIER: I do not quite see how
one can say to a man, ''You can star in the
hotel till inue, but you must not carry away
a bottle after eight."

Mr. Main: It will prevent a lot of exci's-
szive drinking.

Mr. Richardson, That is one of the worst
features of the drink trade, selling bottles
at closing time.

The PREMNIER: But T do not understand
why it would be right to carry away at bottle
of beer at eight o'clock and wrnng to take it
away at, Pay, 20 minutes past eight.

Mr. Johniston: The provision coul not
be enforced, any war.

The PREMIER: At all events, that pro-
Vision does not find a place in the Bill. Tihe
Commission ha've done such good work in
connection with the measure that 17 want to
explain to them exactly what attitude the
Government are adopting towards each of
their recommendations.

Mr. Mfann: Just go rounad Perth on sat-
urday night and see the beer that is being
cat ned awayv from the hotels.

The PREMIER: And yet it is proposcri to
let a mant take away beer inside hint until
nine o cluck, To wue the [prineiple seems
wrong.

Mr. M:,ni: It wtill s.top exeehsivo drinking
after tie.

ThePRMIV Asither stugestion oi
the Colamlissioni is tint tile lolict, Shouldl be
Villpoweru4.d to 'Vize :inyi ye -,el that is, being
va& ned vaay vfter hours; andi i, suspected
tf conain liquor. This itteaus4 that any per-
soil or liulgvr lc:'ving an hiotel after closing-
hours naught havt' his lutkutige stt-hieil,

Mr. Mann: At present the polive, if thley
see a man leavinag an hotel otter hours or on
ST11aday, areV no(t eintitled to seat cl himt.

The PREMIER: The Government do not
consider that it woulld he wise- to give such
a power to the pofice. If it were granted,
the wait uho had never taken a droll of
lirIuIor ihl hi, ]I.-' lnii'tt have his baggage
suenrcilIi lv the iolip

lieai. AV. C. Augwin: Do the Conitission
prtolso.ie- any safeguard as to liquor ordered
hr zuedictil wen!

.The PRIEIR: In the sanme way the Corn-
mission proposedI that there shoulld hie no right
on tine part of club members to carry away
liquor from club premises ofter iittle pin. In
drafting this measure the Government have
not entertained that idea. Again, the ('oin111118
such say that a lodger at on hotel should bie
required to sian his nane in a hook. That
provision is not found in the Bill. It would
mevan that every person mus9t know the licens-
ing law. On the other hand, the licensee is
e.xpec'ted to know the law.

Mr. MNann: That lprovisioni would prevent
the keeping of dummy books.

Tile PREMIER: It might have that effect,
lint I think that a man capable of keepingz
a mlimuy hook 'toulal be caitahle of writing
nanues in a bank. The bona fide traveller is
alto-ether nhcnlinht'd IPAy the Bill. The Corn.
llniq'.ioit a v hie should lhe retainled and the
distance increamed to loi wilt's.

'Mr. Pickering,: Is9 lie :HoliNUSICd in thle Coun-
try too?

The PIREMIER: Yes. What is good f or
the town is good for the country. I know
there will he difflculties as regards the bona.
fide traveller, but I think w~e ought to have
some regard for the people who run hotels.

'Mr. .1. TI. Smith: Do not thle hotel-itrepor-i
in the country want the clause retained? I
say 90 ier cent. of them do.

The PIREMIER: I venture to say that no
hotelkeeperr in the enountry would want to
keejp open for the purpose of serving merely
bona fide travellers. All the men travelling
within reach of Bridgetowno on any Sunday
in thle year would not produce enough revenue
tj mjake it worth while for one hotel-keeper
in that district to keep open. The boa fide
traveller '.ection. has niever been used in a
bona fide way. It has produced more trouble
thon anything else connected with the liquor
traffic.
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-Mr. Mfullany: In the cities it has, yes.
The PREMIER: In the country too.
Mr. 3follany: No.
The PRE-MIER: I know it is said that on

a Sunday a mian can drive or motor 10 or
12 miles end get liquor. It is for this House
to determine whether such a man is a bona
fide traveller I say unhesitatingly that he
is not. If the House is of opinion that a
man after motoring or driving 10 or 12 miles
should be entitled to hare liquor, that is a
different matter altogether; but certainly he
is not a bone Oide traveller. As iregards adul-
teration, the Commission recommend that the
penalty should be £50 for adulteration with
water, and £E200 for using other adulterants.
In my opinion, the present penalties are sic-
it-ut: a man is fined £50 for the first offence,
and £100 for the second, with liability to six
months' imprisonment; moreover, the license
may be forfeited. To-day the plea of having
merely added water to liquor is a good de-
fence, because the publican is at liberty to
break down his proof spirit. To add water
to liquor in a proper manner is not to aduil-
terate at all.

'-%r. Mann: Under the existing Act it is
just as seious an offence to add water as to
add tobacco.

The PREMI1ER: But the law permits the
action of adding water to spirits. I think
proof spirit is broken down 25 per cent.; I
know that some argue it ought to be broken
-d own still further. I have said all I want
to say about the Bill. It wvas discussed last
year and on previous occasions. It will make
f or the proper control of the liquor traffic,
and will give to the people a reasonable
amount of revenue. When we take £600,000
for one taxing authority, and £E100,000 for
another, it aggregates a big sum. The mem-
ber for Pilbarn. (Mr. 'Underwood) says the
consumter has to pay. Of course he pays for
the lot, including the liquor. If hon. members
will take a reasonable view, they will see that
we arc entitled to get something more from
this trade, which costa the country a very
great deal and which ought not to be allowed
to cost the general taxpayer anything. It
i-ill be contended that, as we have already
provided means of compensation, there should
be no further provision for compensation. It
hope bon, members will realise that the es-
ing of hotels by the reduction board will mot
he the samte as the closing of them by a rote
of the people, and so we shall hare to adopt
,some new measure of compensation for hotels
closed by the reduction board. Of course,
whcn an hotel is closed by the vote of the
people there will be no compensation paid. I
have nothing more to say, except to express
the hope that the House will pass the Bill
without delay, for if it is to he of use this
rear it must go through quickly. It has been
before us previously, and is; now really a
Committee measure. It comes with a good
deal of recommendation fronm the Royal Com-
mis~sion which, hon. members will remember,
was originally a select committee appointed
by the House. There may be one or two smell
matters which I1 have omnitted this afternoon,
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hut I am sure they are of only minor impov-
tesce. I move-

That the Bill be now read. a second time.

On1 motion by Mr. 'Underwood, debate ad-
journed.

B3ILL-WYALCATCHERM-MIOUNT MAR-
SH1ALL RAILWAY EXTENSION.

Second reading.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Ron.
W. J. George-Mlurray-Wellington) f6.51 in
snoring the second rending said: The Bill
may give rise to some debate amongst those
interested in other authorised railway pro-
jects. We 'are askig for an extension of the
newly constructed line which starts at Ben-
cubbin and runs to a point near Danjiaing.

Mr. Mfann: Itt runs up to Mukinbuden.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There is

(tuitc n number of settlers further east than
the present terminus of the line, and they
are out land said to be well adapted for wheat
growing. We havxe all the plant and material
there. The use of the material. cannot in any
wnr interfere with other lines under con-
struction, and so it seems wise to continue
this line another section of from seven to 10
miles in length. I have here a plan which
shows exactly where it is intendled to take the
line. 'Not only have we the men on the spot,
hut we have also sleepers and rails and fas-
tenings. There is provision for a one-mile
deviation on either side of the extension. The
line will serve from 50 to 60 settlers who, if
the extension be not built, will have to cart
-n undue distance, in same instances up to
17 or 20 miles. Previous Parliaments have
recognised that a farmer shonld not be asked
to cart more than l114 miles.

Hon . W. C. Angwin: Why has this exten-
sion bcen cons;tructed before the Pingrap line,
which was previously authorised?

The 'MINISTER F OR WORKS. We had
the rails available. They have come from the
Coolgardie - Kalgoorlie section, where the
duplicate line was no longer required. The
Government decided that since the rails and
sleepers were available, it would be as welt
to shift them. to the nearest point where they
were required. That has been done. Mem-
bers will remember that in a previous session
w-c proposed to lease the Coolgardie.Kalgoor-
lie duplication to one of the firewood corn-
panies, However, the House did not agee
to that and so the Government decided to re-
move the line and put it down where it would
help the man on the land, Now we want to
extend that line.

Hon, W. C. A&ugwin: I think- the Govern-
ment should honour their predecessors' pro-
mises to Parliament.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The ov-
eranment ordered 60 miles of rails from the
Broken Hill Proprietary. Those rails, instead
of coming to hand in quantities, canto in
penny numbers.

M.%r. A. Thomson: We were prepared to
accept them in penny numbers for our line.
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The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: But I
was not prepared to build the line in penny
numbers. Despite all we could do, we could
not get delivery of the rails. Recently I have
received a letter from the Broken Hill Pro-
prictary, asking why the Government have
sent an order to the Old Country for about
8,000 tons of rails.

Sitting suspended fromn 6.15 fo 740 p.mr.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: As I was
saying before tea, this projected line of seven
miles is an addition to the line authorised
as an extension from Beneubbin. This seven
miles will serve certainly 40 or 50 settlers
who without it will have to cart their pro-
duce seven miles in addition to the 10 or 12
miles they already have to traverse.

Mr. Latham: ]Further than they already
have to go?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Does not
the hon. member know there arc many soldier
settlers thereI

Mr, Maim: There are over 50 at Lake
Brown.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
glad to have the assistance of the member
f or Perth. The taking of the rails and
sleepers to construvt this extra seven miles
does not interfere with the construction of
any other line within economical range of
where these rails are. It would be foolish,
while we have the plant there and the men
who are accustomed to the work, not to con-
struct this length of line, if we are satisfied
it is required to nssi-it the men who a-re
seitled on the-lald. If it is advisable to go
in for railway extensions this is one of the
lines I ant assured should he extended and
dealt with at once. The clauses of the Bill
do not require explanation, because they are
the usual clauses dealing with a project of
this sort.

lon. P. Collier: Where is it intended to
link up wvith the goldfields line?

The I'l INISTER FOE WORKS: The idea
that obtained was that the line should swerve
and go round to Merredin. Since then it was
discovered that there was quite an area o
land upon which wheat could safely be grown
which would be served by a line further
east. Those who uinderstand land questions
are satisfied that it is good enough for that
purpose. Inquiries are being made to see
whether it would be safe to link up with the
Bullfinch liue, in which ease it would be de-
sirahle as an economic railway proposition to
connect with the Buillfinch 'line, and thus
junction with Southern Cross.

Hon. P. Collier: Is it not necessary to
know that now in order to determine the
route of the extension?

The 'MINISTER FOR WVORKS: No. This
extension of seven miles can swerve round if
necessary and go either to Merredia or Bur-
raroppia, if it is decided it should not go
further east in a direct line towards the Bull-
finch railway.

Hon. P. Collier: Could it still join on with
the Bullfinch line?

The MfINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, if
the land is proved to be good.

The Minister for Agriculture: The land is
all right.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There iB
nothing in the proposed extension which will
be uneconomical in the way of carrying it
on either to the Bullfinch line or joining it to
the goldfields line ait 'Merredin oir Burraenp-
pinl.

Hon. P. Collier: The terminus is a pivot
which can be swung in any direction.

The MINISTER FOR WORIKS: Yet. I
mnove-

That the Bill be now rend a second time.

lHon. W. (1. ANOWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [7.85]: 1 was surprised to hear that
this railway wns to be constructed.

Mr. A. Thomson: Is the seven miles of line
uinder construction now?

Hloi. W. (7. ANOGWIN: The Government
are working on 23 miles inow. The Bill auth-
arising the construction was passed on the
3rd December, 1919. Prior to the passage
of that Bill, many promises had been made
concerning railway construction. The mem-
her for Kanowun said at the time there was
a thought passing through his mnind that irk
anrthorising the construction of new railways
we might be jeopardising the work authorised
in another part of the State. The Premier
gave his word that that would not be so, and
the member for Kanowna said that Word was
inviolable, and he trusted the word of the
Premier in a matter of this kind. Ho went
nit to say that he was not a dlog in the manger
and rejoiced to see that the line would be
goue on with. Ile was referring to the Es-
peranee line. There were other lines which
w-ere promised, and which it was said would

be carried out in the order in which they
were passed by Parliament. I was Minister
for Works for some time. I promised faith-
fully to the people east of Kattanaing that
their line should be the first started after the
Esperance line was begun or as soon as we
could get rails.

The Minister for Workis: The Nyabing-
Pingrup line? IHon. W. C2. A-NCJVIN: Yes.

The Minister for 'Works: That is in hand
now.

Ron. W. C. ANGWLN: In passing addi-
tional railway Bills we should not overlook
the construction of lines sanctioned by this
Parliament several years ago.

Mr. Latham: Since 1914.
Ron. W. C. ANO-WTN: That would be

utterly wrong. No promise that was ever
made by a Government which preceded the
Labour Government was neglected by the
Labour Government when in office. 'We had
plenty of Opposition to the raising of money
for the purpose of constructing railways pro-
wised by a previous Government, but we car-
ried out those promises.

Mr. Underwood: ]&ost of them.
Hon. W. C. ANOGWIN: If members had for

a moment thought that this particular rail-
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way would have been given precedence over
,others that were passed prior to it, I am sure
they would not have agreed to -pass the
authorising Bill. It has been pointed out
several times tbat other railways have been
authorised and these should be built in the
order in which they were authorised. Tis
was the last authorising measure put through
Parliament and yet the line is already under
construction. The M1inister for Works now
asks us to permit him to add seven miles of
line to that railway. We do not know whether
it will cost £3,000 or £10,000 a mile.

Mr. Underwood:- It would be all the same
whatever be told you.

Ron. W. C, ANOWIN: 'We do not know
whether the people concerned are close to the
railway.

flea. P. Collier: Or how long they have been
there.

Hon. W. C. ANQWLN: All we are told is
that if we do not grant this ertensionL, the
people will have to carry their produce seven
miles further.

Mr. A. Thomson: What about the people
in my district living over a score of miles
from a railway I

The Minister for Works: You do not want
these people to cart that extra distance, do
;youlf

Hon. W. C. AiNOWIN: No. But I want a
fair thing done by the State as a whole. It
does not matter to me whether a railway is
constructed near Wyaleatchemn or any other
place. If the Government went out of office
and a Labour Government came in, we should
carry out whatever promise was made by the
Government which preceded us. When a pro-
mise is made, it should he carried out. The
Mdinister has told us that he is getting rails
from the line between Kalgoorlie and Cool-
gardie. This may have sawed a few pounds
in the matter of rails.

The Minister for Works: A great deal
more than that.

Ron. W. C. ANOWIN: Must a promise
made to Parliament be violated for the pur-
pose of saving £507

The Minister for Works: A lot more than
that.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: That may bhe so.
We ordered 60 miles of rails from Broken
Hill, but we could not get them. Other rails
were taken up in order to construct the Lake
Grace line. A distinct promise was made that
the railways should be constructed in the
-order in which they were authorised. The
Labour Government, when it wrent out of
office, had under consideration the construc-
tion of the Nyabing-Pingrup line. It is
no excuse to say that the Govern-
ment have men already doing worlq
of this clas. When the Minister for
Mines was Premier he visited Lake Grace.
it was said then that the men had done their
work well and that no railway had been eon-
strueted more cheaply than that one; that
now the men were there they should be kept
there and that the line should be continued
right through. We replied that we had pro-

niised to build other railways and that those
railways must hare consideration first. Now
we find that this railway has been constructed
over a distance of 15 miles.

The Minister for Works: It is 23 miles
and we want it another seven miles.

Mr. Underwood We want time to look at
the map.

Honi. W. C. ANOWIN: It will be nearly
in a straight line,

Mr. Underwood: It may be going in the
wrong direction.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Two years ago
the Minister said in regard to the 'Wyalcat-
chem-Mt. Marshall railway extension-

The original sketch plan shows that it
wvill ultimately junction with the main line
at a point further along or perhaps at Mer-
redin. P'urther investigation, however,
might possibly lead to a- decision that it
would be hettr to jntion nearer to
Southern Crss perhaps at flurracoppin.
That, however, cannot be decided until the
land is suirveyed.

I hope the House will not agree to pass any
additional railways until those already author-
ised or under construction are completed. In
the Legislative Council in 1914 an objection
was lodged to the passing of the Esperanee
Rilway Bill on account of the fear that if
the Bill were passed, the construction of the
railway might take precedence over other
railways at that time anthorised. Two amend-
mnents were actually moved to the Bill, hut
Mr. Drew, who was then representing the
Government, assured the House there was no
intention of carrying out the construction of
the line until those already authorised had
been completed. Mr. Drew's word was ac-
cepted and the amendments were withdrawn.
I have no wish to obstruct the passage of the
Bill before the House, hut at the same time, I
wish to say that this railway should never
have been started in advence of others, to
the construction of which Parliament agreed.
I hope that in future when a Bill suech as tis
is brought down, hon. members will see that a
clause is inserted for the purpose of protect-
ing the people to whom promises have been
made that the lines autherised will be con-
structed in the order of precedence.

On motion by Mr. Johnston, debate ad-
journed.

B8ILL--CLOSER SETTLEMENT.

second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
-Northam) [7.50) in moving the second
reading said: It will be remembered that a
similar Bill passed through this House last
Session and wvas referred by the Legislative
Council to a select committee. The Bill be-
fore hon. members at the present time is
framed as it passed the Assembly last year,
that is to say, the amendments made to it by
this House are embodied in the measure. The
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Bill has received a good deal of attention at
the hands of ton. members, and the public as
well. The only alteration perhaps is that
which provides for the third member of the
board to be varied so that the appointment of
one with local knowledge may be made.

Mr. Underwood: You are always making
provision for the appointment of someone on
a hoard.

The PREMITER: I consider this will be
a wise provision, because the appointment will
be that of a person possessing local know-
ledge, which will count for a great deal. The
limitation to a distance of 12 miles from a
railway has been removed from this measure.
I can assume that the measure -which was
introduced last session "'as regarded by a
majority in this House as a good one. It must
be realised that such a Bill is a very diMf-
cult one to prepare, inasmuch as there are so
many interests to consider apart from the in-
terests of owners. For instance, one does not
wish to interfere with securities, If one did
that, the effect might be serious upon the bor-
rowing power of the owners. The select com-
mittee which was appointed by another place
took a little evidence.

Mr. Davies: Very little.
31r. Munsie: But some of it was very im-

portant.
The PREMIER: It may have been im-

portant, but on one point alone. Hon. mem-
bers will see printed with the evidence a copy
.of a letter from the select committee in which
it is admitted that the Bill is a, good one so
far as it applies to freehold land, but that it
is badl only because it does not apply to con-
ditional purchase land. There can be no
doubt about it that there is need for a mea-
sure such as this. Many hon. members visited
the Southi-Western portion of the State last
year, saw a good deal of the country, and
came back and talked about it. The Bill will
apply more to tbe South-Western portion than
tcr-the Wheat Belt. We hear a good deal about
the land that is available in the Wheat Belt,
and some have gone so far as to say that
there are two million acres of available land
between York and Northan', land which is
nut being utilised. So far as I know that
land, it is very well improved, and is being
used, that is to say, the land which is suitable
for settlement. I remember when I assumed
office on the last occasion, I looked around
for land for soldiers, in that part of the
State, but failed to find any. I assure hon.
members that if it had been there it would
have been taken. There is need for subdivision
of land. The last few years have shown con-
clusively that land which at one time was
thought to be of little value has been proved
to be capable of prodUction. A good deal of
land we are using to-day we would not have
dreamlt of using about 10 years ago. There
is a considerable area of land adjacent to
existing railways, which can be utilised mnd
sueresfully settled in comparatively small1
blocks. Hion. members know we can put many

people on goall blocks close to the rail way
now owned by the Government between Flin-
ders Bay end Margaret River. There is
land close to railways nearer .to Perth which
can be made use of. On areas between Perth
and Bunbury, and at no great distance from
the South-Western railway, we can also settle
many people. During the past 12 months we
have been actively putting people on the
land, and in a few days we shall be sending
320 people out to take up blocks at not a
great distance from Perth. We also hope to
settle a number of people, between Bonbury
and Augusta. There is good land hetween
Bunbury and Bridgetown, but it rnn over the
ranges and is hardly suitable for closer set-
tlement. Beyond, there is a good deal of land
still in the hands of the Ch-own, and if our
ruilways are to be mnade to pay, we shuall
have to bring into cultivation those areas
which are more favourably situated. (Oar
great trouble is to-day that we have so many
miles of railway for so smanll a population,
ant] the fact also that our production is lim-
ited. We hav-e about a thousand miles of
railwvay on the goldfields and we know that
the traffic there has fallen off considerably.
Then, too, we require to resume a good deal
of land because our own people arc anxiouis
to take up areas and they should be giv-en an
opportunity to do so and to be as close to
the miarket as possible. We should lava thme
power to take all that land which is avail-
able and which is not being used. I may
draw attention to our exact position in con-
acetiun with land settlement at the present
time. We have disposed of the freehold of
9,725,000 acres of land; under conditional
purchase and other conditions, the area of
first class land taken up is 9,097,000 acres
and of grazing leases; 6,833,000 acres. The
grazing land is of poorer quality. The total
area is thus 25,655,000 acres, either alienated
or in process of alienation. Mluch of the
fret-hold land was taken up in the early dlays
and, I am sorry to say, a good deal of it was
taken up at a very low rate, some of it at
is. an acre. Taking the poor land from the
total I have Just quoted, and setting that
down at 11,6.55,100 acres, we get a total
of 14,000,000 acres of good and fairly good
land. Of that area there are cleared to-day
5,036,000 acres and partly cleared 2,668,000
acres, giving us a total of 7,704,000 acres.
'We regard the progress which has been made
as entirely satisfactory. We have but a hand-
ful of people on the land in this State, and
during the war period it was difficult to carry
out improrentents. Even since then a dlifi-
culty has existed because of the high price
of fencing and other material. But notwith-
standing the period of the war and the after-
ma1th, we hare got on remarkably well. In
1010 there were only one and a-half million
acres of land cleared and 12 years later the
total was increased to nearly five and a-half
millions, so that in 12 years we had an in-
creace of over 3,000,000 acres cleared and
prepared for the plough. That has not been
a small task. It took the State nearly 80
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years to clear a million and a-half acres, and
i22 lers than 12 years we increased that num-
her to over 5,000ilOG acres. There is also
a good record of other work done in connec-
tion with land settlement, and I want the
House to realise that the man on the land has
not been altogether careless of his respon-
,ihilities and obligations.

lion. P. Collier: Especially those -who have
gone on the land in the last 15 years.

The PREiI1lBI: They have done their
share. Thus there are 14,000,000 acres of
land fit for the plough. Five million acres
have been cleared and another 21.' million
acres are in process of being cleared.
That notwithstanding, the position regard-
ing these operations is uinsatisfactory. It is
iirpos~ible for people to carry out the im'-
provements necessary, -and there has been no
demand so far for land for closer settlement.
I remember some years ago I endeavoured to
bring the Sonth-Wcst into greater popularity.
It was very difficult to do it. 'Men preferred
to grow wheat rather than to go to the South-
West, and the time has come when we should
endeavour to encourage the development of
land adjacent to railways wherever possible.
We propose that the board shall include an
Agricultural Bank official, because the money
necessary to secure the development of the
land in that part of the State must paome from
the Bank. The quality of the land and the
situation of the property must be satisfactory
to the Bank otherwise the money cannot be
advanced. 'We are endeavouring to develop
our land by the means of men who posses
limited capital. For that reason we have
toi find the land and the capital as wvell.
It makes it all the more necessary that a
bank official should be on the board. Then
there should he ain officer from the Lands
Department and the appointment of sack an
official to the board is also proposed. There
is also pro-vision for one outside member of
the hoard, who will be changeable as I have
already sbownt. If, for inf-tance, we were
dealing with land in the Pinjarra district,
a man who knows that district would be on
the board. The same thing would apply if we
were dealing with land in the Bridgetown
district and the Kellerberrin district.

Hon. P. Collier:- Do you not think two local
men selected by the Primary Producers' As-
sociation would be satisfactory?

The PREMIER: I have no doubt they
would be good men.

Mr. Pickering: They would be efficient any-
how.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Perhaps this one is
proposed for them.

Mr. Angelo: It would be a good thing.
The PREMIER: The Primary Producers'

Association have not suggested that at all.
Hon. P. Collier: They overlooked it.
'Mr. Pickering: We did not hare any

chance to do so.
lion. P. Collier: They ask for two repre-

sentatives on. these boards.
Mr. Pickering: Do not you think it is a

good thing?

Ron. P. Collier: We shall have to g'et a.
C'heek Bill inltrodluced.

The PREMIER: The cost of administer-
ing the board will be sm alt, because the ex-
isting staffs will make the necessary inspec-
tions aii-i reports. The board will be re-
quired to inquire into the suitability and re-
quirements of land held in fee simple. The
Act is to remain in force until the 31At De-
cember, 1924. It will apply to freehold land
only. I have said that a select committee
was appointed by the Legislative Council to
consider the Bill last year and they su-
gested that conditional purchase land should
lie included. It miust be remembered that
land held under those conditions is practi-
cally held under contract, and it seems to
me that so long as the titan holding such
property carries out the conditions provided
in his contract lease, lie should remain undis-
tulrbed. There are limitations provided in
the Land Act regardiug the areas to be beld.
I admit that some awna have 2,000 acres, hot
generally speaking the Act sets out the im-
provement and use to which the land must
bi- put. The conditional iurehiase conditions
guarantee the utilisation of the land to a
great extent. The amount to be spent an
the land is fairly considerable having regard
to the cost of clearing. Fvery lion. member
knows that for the last 10 or 15 years work
has gone on in the wheat belt. There mnay
be- odd farmers who have not done their duty,
buit holders of conditional purchase land have
done their work with moe borrowed largely
fromn the Agricultural Bank. During the
lnst six weeks we have authioriqed loans total-
ling about £120,000 for the clearing of land.
During the last 15 mon ths ue have author-
ised advances for clearing totalling nearly
half a million pounds. That money is largely
for clearing on conditional purchase blocks.
The improvement there is going on quite sat-
isfactorily and we can get that land put into
proper use. Quite apart from that aspect,
however, we must have some regard for ex-
ist-ing contracts. We said to the holders of
those contracts that if they went on the land
and carried out the necessary improvements
in a stated number of years, they would not
be disturbed. It the laud is held as free,
hold property, we should have the power to
take it -when deemed necessary. People may
have the right to do certain things within
20 years, but we cannot say to them that if
they do what is required within that period
they may subsequently rest on their oars for
all time. This is a difficult measure to draft,
because while it may be desired to acquire
land that is not properly utilised, we doa not
desire to interfere too much with landowners
who are doing fairly well 'with the land they
hold. We do not wish to interfere with the
question of security. A producing country
is always a borrowing country, and men on
single-crop land must always borrow. I do
not know whether it is realised that before
we start harvesting, the wheat growers will
have put two and a half millions in cash into
their crops. That is a good deal of money,
and it meas that a. considerable -portion. of
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it must be borrowed. In Queensland and
New Zealand land held in fee simple only is
taken; In Victoria conditional purchase land
i-3 also take;, but it is subject to resolutions
passed by both Houses of Parliament.

Hon. P. Collier: There is very little corn-
ditional purchase land ini Victoria.

The PREMIER: There is some.
Hon. P. Collier: But not much.
The PREMIER: There is some in the

malice country. In New South Wales a Bill
was prepared to deal with this question, but
it was not proceeded with. The board will
be required to report on the land unutilised
and unproductive for two years, after the
hearing of interested parties. If it is cleared
land and not utilised for two years, we will
have the power to take it. The land will
then become subject to the provisions of this
Bill. If the board find that the land is util-
ised, they can discharge it from the opera-
tions of the measure. That is a necessary
provision. The owner of the lsnd will be
lntified that his property is required and he
in turn must notify All interested people.
Within three months of such notice, the
owner must elect to subdivide and offer his
land for sale. He must submit his proposed
subdivision and make surveys As required by
the board. He must offer his land for sale
on approved terms and conditions. If an
owner will cut up his land and sell it without
the Government intervening it will be better
for the State. If he does not elect to do
what I have indicated, he miust pay treble
land tax from the commencement of the cur-
rent financial year without the abatement of
income tax payable on profits from the land.
Not only that, but be must carry out all the
necessary improvements while paying the
treble tax. Last year the member for North-
East Premantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin)
thought that the owners of property would
escape if the income tax were larger than
the land tax. This is clearly prevented, how-
ever, by the inclusion in Subelanse 4 of the
words "without any abatement under Sec-
tion 17.'' If the subdivision and the offer for
sale are not to the satisfaction of the board,
the treble tax will have to be collected and it
will be subject to an appeal to a Supreme
Court judge. If the owner fails to notify as
set out in Clause 6, the land may be taken
for closer settlement and compensation as-
ses~sed on the unimproved taxation value plus
10 per cent., the owners having the right,
within 30 days of the commencement of the
Act, to increase his taxation value, on which
the Commissioner will re-assess.

Mr. Munsie:; That is the request put in by
the farmers' representatives?

The PREMIER: That was in the measure
last year.

Mr. Muusie: It was not put in last year.
It was moved and struck out.

The PREMIER: I hare no objection to
striking it out again. I was told it was in-
se-ted in the measure last year.

Mr. Munsie: It was of little use last year,
but with the inclusion of that provision the
measure will be absolutely useless.

The PREMIER:. It will provide es with
some revenue.

Mr Munsie: Not ''tuppenee."1
The PREMIER: At any rate, that is the

proposal, namely, that the compensation shall
be assessed on the unimproved taxation value
plus 10 per cent. The improvements are to
be taken at a fair value. If the improve-
ments have added to the value of the land,
that value will be paid for as improvements.

Mr. Munsie: I wanted it to be in the Pub-
lic Works Act, but you insisted upon cutting
it out.

The PREMIER: I think that if we pay 10
per cent. on the value submitted for taxation,
we are doing a fair thing, and if we pay
for improvements that represent increased
value to the land at the moment, it will be a
fair thing too.

Mr. Munsie: You pay 10 per cent. on the
amount to which the owner increased his vale.

The PREMIER: I do not mind striking
that out. Funds have to be appropriated by
Parliament before they are spent, Last year
£200,000 was appropriated under this measure,
but another place deleted that provision. If a
part of a man's property is takena, the owner
may require the whole of it to be taken.
Land will be disposed of under the Land
Purchase Act. Land may be taken from Any-
one. If land is taken from a member of
Parliament it will not mean any disqualifia-
tionk in the Constitution Act for that lion.
member. There must be an annual report
to Parliament. In Queensland the land taken
must be freehold. It may be taken by
agreement or by compulsory acquisition. The
provision for compulsory acquisition only ap-
plies to land exceeding £20,000 in value. The
owner may retain for residential purposes or
for the puirposes of his business in one block,
land to the value of £10,000 outside improve-
ments. Where the estate is valued at over
£50,000, the owner may retain in one block,
land of the value of £15,000 outside improve-
ments and where the estate is valued at over
£100,000, he may retain a block for residen-
tial or business purposes valued at £20,000,
outside improvements. In Quaenbland compen-
sation is determined by aL land Appeal court,
consisting of a judge and t*o members of the
court. The compensation is based on the value
of the land and improvements and the bus-
iness loss in consequence of the acquisition.
In Victoria, the Act is still more complicated.
Land held in fee simple, on conditional pur-
chase conditions or held under lease, which
has an unimproved value of over £2,500, may
be taken by agreement or by compulsory ai-
quisition. If the owner does not accept the
offer of the Crown, a resolution by both
Houses of Parliament may direct the com-
pulsory acquisitiun of the whole or part of
the land, subject to an appeal to a special
board which may exempt the land for four
years.

Mr. Underwood: Is that for large estates?
The PREMIIER: Yes.
Mr. Munaie: That is where the owner dis-

agrees with the price.
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The PREMIER: Yes. The owner may re-
tain land to the value of £6,000 or up to
£C10,000, if a judge so decides. Compensation
there is determined by agreement before a
judge with or without a jury or assessors.
It is based on the value of land and improve-
ments, damage by severance, and enhance-
ment or depreciation of other adjoining land.
The New Zealand Act is often quoted. It
refers to fee simple laud only, and may be
acquired by agreement or compulsorily.

Mr. Munsie: On what terms!
The PREMIER: It may be taken compul-

sorily if the owner refuses to sell subject to
limitsations, namely, the area must exceed the
prescribed maximum, the owner may retain
the prescribed maximum consisting of 1,000
acres of first class, 2,000 acres of second class
land, and 5,000 acres of third elasa land,
and the owner may require the whole estate to
be taken if part is required. Regarding com-
pensation, a claim for over £1,000 is heard
by a judge. It is based on the value of land
and improvements and loss to business. It is
assessed separately for unimproved value
and improvements. The unimproved value is
the assersed value Under the Valuation of
Land Act. To this unimproved value is added
up to £50,000, 10 per cent., and over £50,000,
10 per cent, on the £50,000 and 5 per cent, on
the residue. To the total compensation is
added 2 per cent, for deprivation.

Mr. 'Munsie: That is on the actual taxation
return?

The PREMIER: 'Yes.
Mr. Munsie: They do -not give a land owner

the right to alter his valuation?
The PREMIIER: No.
Mr. 'Munsie: You will never get an acre

of land under your Bill.
The PREMIER: T amn agreeable to taking

out that clause. I do not know whyr
2 per cent. should be added in New Zealand
for deprivation. The New Zealand Act pro-
vides for a. district valuation roll being pre-
pared showing the nature and value of im-
provements, the unimproved value and the
capital value. On one occasion a. measure
was introduced into this House with the
object of getting a valuation roll. In New
Zealand these valuations are used by local
authorities and by the Taxation Department-
If the Valuer General considers land to be
assessed at less than the capital value, the
owner may be required to increase the amount
and, failing his consenting, the land may be
acquired. The owner may at any time in-
crease the unimproved value wicie aball then
become the taxrable value. If the roll shows
the value as £10,000 and the owner considers
the value is £15,000, he can increase the
amount.

'Mr. Munsie: If he pays on £15,000, the
Government there have a right to aequire at
£15,000 plus 10 per cent?1

The PREMIER: Yes.
Mr- Munsie: You could not do that under

your 3WD.
The PREMIER: Yes, we could.

Mr. MNunsie: NO, YOU give a land owner
30 days to alter his assessment and he would
certainly put up the valuation.

The PREMIER: I have no objction at all
to deleting the clause referred to by the bon.
member. If this Dill becomes law we shall
be able to get the land we require. It will be
very much more effective than any law on
the subject 6risting in %tbe other States.
There is always a difficulty for the reasons I
have stated. It is not a question of the owner
of the land being solely considered; it is a
question of land security. For various rea-
sons the owner may not be in a position to
do alt the work necessary for the improve-
mnent of his holding. Again, no limit of area
is set up under this Bill. Any unimproved
land adjacent to the railways may be ac-
quired. This of course is what we want. I
move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hion. P. Collier, debate ad-
journed.

BITI-AGRICULTURAL SEEDS.

Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. If. K. Maley--Greenough) (8.231 in
moving the second reading said: The desira-
bility of introducing a measure of this de-
scription has been under consideration for
some time. It was mutually agreed betwveen
the Ministers of Agriculture at the recent
conference held in Perth that Western Aus-
tralia and South Australia should come into
line with Victoria, Queensland, and New
South Wales by introducing Bills on uniform
lines. The Bill is urgently necessary in the
interests of the man on the land. This has
been proved as a. result of certain botanical
investigations relative to the value of seeds
sold from time to time throughout the State.
When a grower places an order for a par-
tic ular kind of seed, he expects to get it.

Mr. A. Thomson: But does not.
The MJINIISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

He is entitled to get it.
Hon. P. Collier: What happens now with-

out regulation? Is not that a reflection on
the honesty of private enterprise?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The careful and honest tradesman to-day,
without legislation, will give a warranty that
the seed he is selling is up to standardl.

Hon. P. Collier: One of the principles of
private enterprise is that the honest man
goes to the wall.

The -MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The unscrupulous man has no qualms be-
cause, except for the criminal law, there is
nothing to prevent him from selling inferior
seed.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: All I would have to
do would he to get a paddock of a few acres
and I could sell what I liked.

The 'MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
That is all that is necessary to-day-
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Hon. W. C. Angwin: That is all that will
be necessary if this Bill is passed.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Seeing that the hon. member has had the Bill
in his hands for only two minutes-

Ron. W. C. Angwia: It required no longer
to ascertain that.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The trouble is there are certain dealers pre-
pared to buy up old stocks of seed and, when
the planting season comes round, they sell it
and the purchaser does not know that he is
not getting the preceding season's seed. An
unscrupulous dealer can make a fair amount
of profit by purchasing for practically no-
thing seed discarded by more reputable firms.

lRon. W. C. Angwia: Why do not you put
the farmers on the same footing.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUILTURE:
It would be impossible to do so except at
great expense.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: A man could get a
paddock of a few acres and start growing and
he would be all right.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
A farmer buys on the crop of his neighbour.
In spite of the absence of restrictive legis-
lation, some seedsmen give a guarantee of a
certain percentage of germination.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: If a farmer sells seed
he is not liable, but if merchant sells seed
he is liable.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It would be very easy to wake restrictions so
arduous as to limit the supply of seed avail-
able for sowing, especially in a season of
scarcity.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I would put the same
penalty on the farmer as on the other man.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I will show the hon. member presently thiat
that is not necessary. Care has been taken
to guard against imposing undue restrictions
on the sale of seeds, because any expense
attached to the administration of the measure
would naturally rebound on the. purchaser.
A seedsman would take care to pass on any
cost. The Commonwealth, Quarantine Act
aims chiefly at preventing any addi-
tional noxious weed seeds being introduced
from overseas. We take precautions under
this Bill to guard against the introduction
of noxious weeds into a clean district from
an infested district within the State. It is
not considered neeesnary to restrict a farmer
who sells seed to a merchant or a farmer who
sell% to another farmer, because the merchant
buying from the fanner is quite able to pro-
tedt himself by making a form Of con-
tract; "d the grower buying from an-
other grower generally baa a knowledge of
what he is buying, because he has seen the
crop. It is denmed to be Wtnecessary, awl,
owing to the expense which inspection would
entail, almost impracticable, to follow up
se sold from farmer to farmer. With a
view to providing for alterations in details
which administration may show to be neces-
sary from time to time, power is provided to
make regulations. Provision is made in the

Bill for samples to be taken for examination,
not only by the officers appointed for this
purpose, but with suitable safeguards for the
purchaser himself to take samples or to have
them taken on his behalf by a departmental
officer. The present Bill has embodied in it
the best features of the Victorian and Queens.
land Acts, and of the regulations dealing with
the testing of seeds in force in Great Brit-
ain during the war. The main clause in the
Bill is that dealing with warranty. This
warranty provides that the purchaser shall
be given such information an will enable him
to assess the value of the seeds which are be-
ing offered to him for purchase. The war-
ranty does not compel the vendor to supply
seeds of a certain standard. It would be
very easy to fix standards both of purity and
germination, that would prove to be unwork-
able, but this has been avoided in the Bill.
Whilst it is desirable that the quality of
seeds should be as high as possible, it is
sometimes impossible to obtain seeds of the
desired standard. It is, therefore, obviously
better to permit the sale of seeds of a lower
standard, provided their quality is made
known, than to have no seeds offered for sale.
The warranty provides foar this. Though the
warranty provides that seeds of any qual-
ity may be sold provided the purchaser is ad-
vised regarding the quality, provision is made
in the Bill authorising the Governor, when
circumstances make it advisable, to prohibit
the sale of seeds below a certain standard.
The Bill provides that description of seeds
offered for sale shall be given in detail. The
warranty clause provides that the seed seller
shall state (a) Kind of seed-i.e., species,
not variety-and percentage of seeds true to
species. (b) In case of mixture, proportion
of each kind of seed in mixture. (c) Percent-
age of pure seeds which will germinate. (d)
Quantity of total impurities, including dis-
ease. (e) Quantity of dodder or ether impur-
ities in ease of certain prescribed seed. (f)
Country of origin of such kind as may be
prescribed. This last provision is important,
and is in accordance with latest continental
p~ractice. It has been found, as in the case of
lucerne, that seed grown in certain
countries has faOr greater value, both
agriculturally and commercially, than
the same kind of seed grown ins other
countries. Unless such a provision is
inserted, the way is opened to unscrupul-
ous dealers to deceive purchasers. The re-
quiremnent of detailed description is the only
method by vhich it can be ensured that the
purchaser will have sufficient information to
ennble him to assess the true value of seeds
offered to him. It will be noticed that the
seedsman is required to guarantee that seeds
shall be true to species and not true to vari-
ety. At first sight one would expect the
guarantee to be ''true to name or variety,'"
but experience in the Eastern States has
showrn that such a provision is unworkable.
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An instance illustrative of this has been pub-
lished in an Eastern agricultural weekly, the
"Sydney Mail." It is as follows:-

Grower buys some seed labelled ''Suc-
cession Cabbage," which when it comes
up proves to be " St. John' s Day Cabbage."'
Under the ''true to mne"I provision he is
entitled to sue the merchant who sold him
the seed, and to win his eae. No,. this is
certainly unfair to the secdsman, who has
no possible means of telling the one from
the other. 'They are absolutely alike, and
it may be that what he sold was seed actu-
ally saved from the patch of "4Succession"
variety, which has been cross-fertilised from
a patch of ''St. John's flay" near by.
Such accidents of 'nature are occurring every
day, and no legislative control can
assist anyone. The phrase ''true to
species,'' instead of ''true to name,''
would probably meet the circumnstances;
that is to say, the seller would
have to guarantee that the seed re-
ferred to -was cabbage, but he would not
be liable to prosecution for selling it as
''Succession'' if it turned out to be some
other variety. On the other band, he would
not be able to sell as he does now, say,
red clover seed simply as clover. He would
have to give the specific name of each
species. The sme with grass and other
seeds. The term ''true to species'' would
allow a certain amount of latitude, but
would not be too wide to permit of much
fraud being perpetrated by its use.

The warranty is necessarily limited in its ex-
tent. After very mature consideration, it was
decided that samples necessary for testing
must be taken on the premises of the seeds-
man or whilst in the course of transit to the
purchaser. The guarantee does not prohibit
the sale of inferior seeds, or prescribe that
seeds of standard quality only shall be
placed on the market; but it does provide
that the seller shall make known to the pros-
pective purchaser the actual quality of the
seeds being offered. The question of using
the quality offered rests entirely with the
purchaser. He is protected by being
informed as to its true value. Summarised,
the Bill protects the rower by providing him
with a true and detailed description of the
quality of the seed being offered to him, and
aiding against the further spread of noxious
seeds and pests. I have much pleasure in
moving-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.
On motion by Hon. M1. F. Troy, debate ad-

journed.

BTLL--MfARRTED WOMEN'S
PROTECTION.
Second Reading.

The PREMIERi (eon. Sir James Mitchell
-Northam) [8.40] in moving the second
reading said: This Dill does not provide for

arytbing that is new. It merely extends the
provisions of the law as it now exists, and
makes it easier for married women to obtain
protection from a husband who is undesir-
able or neglectful or cruel, or who commits
any offence now provided for in the old Act.
The Bill makes it easier-and rightly so-for
women in such a position to obtain protection.
It repeals the old Acts of 1896 and 1902, and
is based on tbe South Australian Act. It
r-tains the bulk of the old provisions which
afforded summary protection for cruelty, de-
sertion or failure to provide maintenance for
wife and children, but subject always to con-
victioji of the husband for assault or the wife
leaving the husband owing to his persistent
neglect or cruelty. This Bill does away with
the necessity for a conviction for assault. It
will no longer be necessary, under this mea-
sure, for a wife to prosecute her husband up
to conviction for assault, nor will it be neces-
sary for her to leave home without provision
for maintenance previously made. To-day
she must either obtain a conviction for as-
sault or leave home before she can obtain
relief. it is considered that that position
should no longer obtain. Because of these
gieater powers, however, it is necessary to
make some alteration in the constitution of
the court. Under this Bill a police magis-
trate or a resident magistrate, with a justice
of the'peace, will have power to make orders
.allowing cessation of cohabitation, granting
custody of children up to the age of 18 to
the mother, and directing payment of main-
tenance and securing such payment. Under
this Bill the mother may be granted power
in respect of children up to 18 years of age,
whereas the present age limit is 16. Further,
under this Bill the court may grant mainten-
ance beyond the present limit of £3 per week,
which limit is abolished by the Bill. In fix-
ing the weekly amount of maintenance the
court is to have power to determine the quca-
ton according to the needs of .the applicant
and the position of the haisbaud. For in-
stance, the wife may have several children or
she may not have any. The financial posi-
tion of the husband may be a comfortable
one, and the court will take that fact into
consideration. U~nder the old Act the court
which actually made the conviction for as-
sault c-ould also make the order for main-
tenance. If the husband were of drunken
habits, or if he committed adultery, that
w%6uld be sufficient ground f or the granting
of a separation and an allowance to the wife.
In no wa'- is the jurisdiction of the superior
court affected, and of course the dissolution
of marriage under this Bill would be imnpos-
sible. It is provided that orders wiay he
varied or discharged on application. Again,
under the Bill an order for protection imay
bie heard immediately after conviction for
cruelty. That is new- Tf the order Ibe lis-
olhey'ed, the husband may be fined £10 or
imprisoned for two nvmtbs. That also is
new. The appeal to the Supreme Court is
not new, for it is prodided in the existing
law. The material alterations in the Bill are
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the two I have mentioned, that is to say, the
wvife need not prosecute her husband to ~on-
viction for assault, nor is she compelled to
actually leave him. It will be seen that
sometimes it is impossible for the wife to
'leave her husband before getting some allow-
ance for herself and her children. Nor ought
it to be necessary for the wife to prosecute
her husband to conviction for cruelty. I
hope the House will pass the Bill. It will
afford a measure of relief to married women
who are badly treated. I1 hope they are few
and far betw-cen. Sometimes, of course, the
man acts under great provocation as, for in-
stance, bad cooking or neglect to keep his
buttons fron falling off. I ask the House to
approve of this measure of protection being
made easier for married women while still
affording the husband all the reasonable pro-
tection he ought to have. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.
On motion by Hon. P. Collier, debate ad-

jcurned.

BILIJ-BROOME RILL RACECOURSE.
Second Beading.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(lion. H. K. Maley--Greenough) (8.471 in
moving the second reading said: Tlhis Is a
short Bill desirned to give the local authori-
ties at Broome HMI power to concentrate their
recreation prounds for racing and for sports
in one enclosure, in the same way as has been
done at Narrogin. The sporting bodies and
general public of Brooms Hill axe dissatisfied
with the present racecourse, which is about
two miles ont from the town and, lying low,
is practically flooded in winter time. They
think it desirable to get a site closer to the
town, and we propose to give them power to
sell the present racecourse, hold the money in
trust and, with the consent of the Minister
for Lands, devote the proceeds of the sale to
the purchase of 63 acres of land within half
a mile of the town for recreation purposes,
including the purposes of a racecourse. It is
ain admirable thing to get all the sports
grounds within one enclosure. The member
for Boulder (Hon. P. Collier) will agree tbat
had that been done years ago on the gold-
-fields, the present upkeep of the recreation
grounds at Kalgoorlie and Boulder would have
been very much less than it is. That is what
it is desired to do at Broome Hill, following
on' the lines adopted at Narrogin last year.
I move--

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Hon. W. C. ANO WIN' (ANorth-East Fre-
mantle) [8.503)- The Bill does not Provide
exactly what the .Minister says it does. It is
true that, according to the Minister, some of
the residents at Broome Hill are dissatisfied-

The Minister for Agrictilture: I said the
sporting bodies and the general public.

Hon. W. C. AKOWIN:- We are told that
there should be only the one recreation ground.
If' they want to have the racecourse and the

cricket ground and the football pround all
in one enclosure, there is nothing to prevent
that being done without the Bil.

The Minister for Agriculture: Yes, the
present ground is unsuitable.

Hon. W. C. ANGWEN: The Dill merely
provides for the selling of the existing race-
course. Nothing is said about allowing the
people to have one gr~ound.

The Premier' Yes, there is.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It is a Bill to allow

them to sell the racecourse.
The Premier- And buy other land.
Hlon. W. C. ANGWfIN: I have always

looked on the Premier as an optimist. Surely
he realises that some of those towns wi even-
tually become cities. The towns along the
Great Southern must grow so large as to
require several recreation grounds each. What
does the Bill provide?

The Premier: It merely provides for an
exchange of grounds.

Hot. W. C. ANGWIN: It provides for the
selling of the reserve.

Mr. A. Thomson: It is not suitable; it is
low lying and boggy.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: How extraordinary
it seems that, wvith thousands of acres of land
all round Broomehill, they should have picked
out the only boggy place in the district for a
racecourse! I am afraid the bon. member
cannot convince us of the truth of that story.

Mr. Johnston: They want to use the reserve
as a swamp garden.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: The reserve should
be retained. We cannot afford to give away
our reserves. Already in the metropolitan
area more reserves are required. At Cottesloc
they have not any reserve.

The Minister for Mines: They have a
beach.

Hon. W. C. A.NGWIN: But they want a
reserve for hockey, for football, and for
cricket. Only the other day they had to lease
as a sports ground a piece of land from the
Education Department. Some day the people
of Broome Hill will be in a similar 1iU. This
reserve must he a valuable jiece of land.

The Minister for Mines.- Move for the
appointment of a Royal Commission to
inspect it.

Mr. Pickering: Do you know the block of
land!

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: No, but I see that
the intention of the Bill is to allow the local
authority to sell that land. If the land is not
valuable there is no necessity for the Bill,
because they will not be able to sell it.

The Minister for Mines: It is all right,
except that it is a bit sloppy.

Hon. W, C. AINOWIN: We shoul hesitate
before passing the Bill. Some time ago an
area of land at Fremantle was granted for
church purposes. It was not used for those
purposes. Later it was found that it would
be suitable for a school ground. The church,
on being appealed to, said,. 'You can have it
for £400.'"

HOn. p. Coler: It must have been a Scotch
church.
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Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I valued thatpic
of land at £160. 1 am quoting this to so
the value which accres to land. The Min-
ister says this reserve is two miles out from
Broome Hill.

Mr. Pickering: Why not build a railway
to it?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: We should ho care-
ful in allowing our reserves to be sold. We
are parting with our reserves without any
care whatever for the requirements of future
generations. I regret that the Bill should
have been introduced.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Minister for

Agriculture in charge of the Bill.
Clause 1, agreed to.
Clause 2-Trustees empowered to sell Koj-

coup location 4770:
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I move-

That progress be reported.
Motion put and negatived.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: What is the value

of the land, and what is the area? We know
nothing about it. We do not know whether
it is valuable or not. If it is only swamp
land it is not worth the money spent on the
printing of the Bill.

The MINISTER FRo AGRICUJLTURE:
The land comprises 240 acres 9 perches, and
the selling price is 359. per acre. The money
will be held in trust for the purpose of pur-
chasing 63 acres nearer the townsite.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Someone may be
anxious to get hold of this land, and add
it to an area he already holds. One of the
trustees of the racecourse may have his eye
on it. I know of a case where a man
secured a block of land by this means, and
caused the surrounding farmers to travel
two miles further to the railway station.
I move an amendment-

That in line six the word ''the'' before
"purchaser" be struck out and " a" in-

serted in lieu thereof, and that after the
word ''purchaser,'' there be added the
words ''who shall he approved by the Mini-
ister.''
Mr. A. THOMSON: The hon. member can

take my assurance that everything is fair and
square and above board. The sporting bodies
and the public generally of the district have
been dissatisfied with the present ground
for sporting purposes. The present race-
course is two miles from the town. The re-
serve for cricket and football purposes is
also unsatisfactory. At a general meeting of
sporting bodies it was resolved to ask the
Government to better the conditions. What
Broome Hill is asking for is an arrangement
such as was made at Narrogun.

The CHAIRMAN: That point is not under
discussion. The amendment of the member
for North-East Fremantle is before the
Chair.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I trust the bon. mem-
ber will withdraw his amendment. The
people of the district are raising funds to
enable them to get a good sports ground and
racecourse. The land in question is of little
value. It is estimated that £420 will be de-
rived from the sale of the land, and the pro-
ceeds will go towards the purchase of the
other land at E3 per acre and improvements
thereon. The rest of the money will be
found by the public.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I ask leave to with-
draw my amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.
Hon. P. COLLIER: We find that the re-

serve used for racing purposes consists of
240 acres and is situated two miles
out of the town, and the Mionister
for Agriculture proposes to exchange that
240 acres for an area of 61 acres closer
to the town. I thbught that the reform-
ing zeal was abroad in the district of
Brooms Hill. I do not know that the proposal

ia good one. It is bringing temptation
so far as horse-racing is concerned nearer to
the people. The people apparently would
not go to the races so far out of Broomne Hill.
Now it is proposed to take the racing to the
people. I do not believe in increasing facili-
ties in this direction, especially amongst the
unsophisticated youth growing up in such dis-
tricts. If Broome Hill is in such a bad way,
the only hope for it is not to make it easier
for the people to indulge in horse-racing, but
to dispose of the present reserve and to utilise
it for the growing of cape gooseberries, or
something of a profitable nature, and to wipe
out or prohibit horse-racing altogether. If
the people of Broome Hill want to indulge in
racing, I have no doubt they can have their
races in one of the main streets of the town
without causing any inconvenience. Then
again, there is a cleared track alongside the
railway line. In summer time there is ait
area cleared beside the fence wide enough
to make an excellent racing track. Moreover,
the people at Broome Hill hold a race meeting
only' once a year. There are dozens of men
in my district crying out for land and the
Government have not any to give them. Will
hon. members oppose an amendment to make
use of the block of 61 acres exclusively for
recreation and show purposes, and in that way
set an example to the youth of Broome Frill
inclined to racing 9

Clause put and passed.
Clause 3-agreed to.
Title--agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment and

report adopted.
the

DILL-MINERS' PUITHISIS.
Second reading.

The MINISTER
Scaddai-Alay)
second reading said:

FOR MINES (Hon. J.
[9.25] in moving the

Though this is a short
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measure, it is none the less important. I-ill
admiit it does not include some of the pro-
vjisipna that members representing mining
con 'stituencies may feel it is necessary we
should have at the present juncture, but I
wish to tell hon. members that this is not a
subject that caia be dealt with as. easily as it
ha§ sometimes been suggested. It is about
18 years since I entered this 'House and a]-
most every session since that date I have
heard members representing mining districts
refer in terms of disgust to the -fact that
nothing had been done to give -relief to the
men employed in the industry, or because
ways and means had not been provided by
which'something could be done to relieve the
sufferers. So far the most we have succeeded
in doing is to establish a, fund on a volun-
tary basis which is contributed to by the men
employed on the mines, by the mine owners
through the Chamber of Mines, and by a sub-
sidy from the Government.

Mr. Munsie: Not altogether voluntary.
The MINISTER FORl MINES: To all in-

tents and purposes it is voluntary. The men
could refuse to continue to subscribe. There
is nothing of a statutoryv nature to compel
them to subscribe.

Mr. Munsie: You cannot get a job on the
Golden Mile unless you do subscribe.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I admit
that is the ease on the Golden Mile. In other
parts of the State they have ceased to contri-
bute. The result is that we are really living
in a false parndise in connection 'with this
fund. But I venture to make this remark,
that we may establish that fund even on a
compulso-ry basis without doing much except
to render relief to persons who have become
wrecks on account of their employmient in the
mining industry, and also assisting their de-
pendants. But while that is all veryv good in
its way, I am sure it is not meeting what is
the earnest wish of those engaged in the in-
dustry, inasmuch as I think we ought to do
something along the road to prevention if
such is possible. I will not make the s9tate-
ment that it is possible to entirely prevent
the disease, because I am afraid that is not
so. It can, however, be lessened considerably
and I believe arrested by a proper regard to
the conditions of mining, and more especi-
ally ventilation. We have done much in that
direction, yet the ravages of the disease go
on. We use the term miners' phithisis be-
cause it covers quite a number of duffereat
forms of the disease to which the mna employed
in the industry are subject. But the one
that plays the greatest havoc is stilicosis, and
the remarkable feature of that is that cer-
tain forms of dust do not appear to have any
set-ious effect. For instance, coal miners are
very free from tuberculosis, yet men working
in quartz mines are particularly subject to it.
It is also evident that a person stifferiag
from dust on the lungs is more subject to
therculosis than one whose lungs are free.

All of -us r suppose, at one time or-inotber,
hrave harbaured the tubercle, but -our bodily
condition has been sufficiently good to throw
it off. However, when a man is suffering from
dust on the lungs, the tuberele germ has an
excellent chance to make rapid headwa.

Mr. Underwood: Because of the lacera-
tion of the lung by- the dust and grit.

The MINISTER FOR MIX\ES: That is
so. The sufferer is then prone to the tuberele.
A man who has reached that stage and is
employed in a mine becomes a menace to his
fellow workers. Up to date we have not at-
tempted to discover the degree to which men
in our mines are suffering, whether it is from
tuberculosis or merely from silicosis. We
can never make progress until we do so. The
first step is to obtain data concerning the
condition of our miners. Relief to miners
who have broken down in healtb represents
Some £20,000 per annum, contributed to by
the Government, the mine owners and the
miners themselves. If we could get a proper
survey of the men emiployed in our mines, and
remove those suffering from tuberculosis, we
would appreciably decrease the strain 'en-
tailed in providing relief for those broken
down iii health. From the progress made in
South Africa it is evident that by means of
X-ray examination we can discover the men
suffering from silicosis and classify them in
three grades. A man advised that he is suffer-
ing from the disease in the first stage can
leave the industry and make a complete re-
coveryv. If he gets into the secondary stage
he becomes highly susceptible to the attacks
of the tubercle, and of course if he remains
until the third stage is reached he is liable to
be *prmanetly ruined by the silicosis itself,
wilbout any attack by the tubercle. The
object of the Bill is to provide for compul-
sory medical examination of all men engaged
1ij or about a mnine. It is not provided that
a man shall necessarily go up for examina-
tion every six months, but it is provided that
he shall do so if required. To make the pro-
vision getter-il would entail a very large medi-
cal staff, the cost of which would be prohibi-
tive. on the Address-in-reply I told the
Rfouse I bad approached the Prime Minister
on this subject and that he had agreed to
assist. le is establishing a bureau in Ital-
goorlie under Dr. Robertson, the Common-
wealth Director of Hygiene, and Dr. Lanza
of the Rockefeller Foundatin, who has been
loaned to the Commonwealthl Government,
and is iinvestigating industrial disenacs gen-
orally. Throuth the establishment of this
bureau in Kalgoorlie, Dr. Lanza will he
able to apply himself to the making of an
investigatioii' of this particular diseaseR
amiongst our miners. The two dloctors are
arraneinqg for the establishment of a very
powerful plant, more power ful than on 'y
under the control of the State. But, as Dr.
Robertson, explained to meI what they are
doie' is onl a purely voluntary basis. The
trouble is that on the volunitary basis a man
magy gubmnit himself for examination or may



[29 ACOUAT, 1922.] i55

dct-liae, with the result that wre can get no
detluite information likely to -lead to bene-
ficial results; because while a 'man may come
up *voluntarily for examination this year, he
may decline to come up again, and unless we
c-an get continuity of examination we cannot
tell to what extent the employment in our
mines is affecting the health of the men. I
am sure hon. measlerq do not want to declare
all our mines as being mines calling for the
compulsory examination of the mie employed
therein. However, if it be found that there
are certain mines which are having a particu-
larly serious effect on the health of the men
employed, we can then look into the questions
-of sanitation and ventilation, and the provi-
sion of dust precautions on those mines, and
so we may find it necessary to take a more
drastic couirse of action respecting those par-
icular mines. But tinder the voluntary sys-
tem we are not likely to get sufficient infor-
ination to arrive at a definite conclusion. I
asked Dr. Robertson whether, in the event of
the State making this provision, be and his
colleague wouhi make their plant and their
officers-appointed for the purpose by the
Federal' Governnment-arailable to us, thus
avoiding duplication of work aid expense.

Hewas able to tell mue that they would be
delighted to have such au opportunity, that
it wvould help then, if we could come to an
arrangement to provide for the compulsory
medical examination, and at the same time
appoint their officers to carry on investiga-
tions and examninations. I am of opinion
that with the exception of the small amount
which will be required for initial organis-
tion, operations under the Bill wilt cost the
State little if anything, since the examina-
tions will be carried out by the Federal au-
thorities. While we provide that it shall he
compulsory for men to appear for medical
examination, and that the medical officer
appointed shall make regular reports in order
that proper data shall be established, we also
provide that no names, shall be published
with the publication of the examination re-
sults. It is essential that these matters should
be treated as confidential, in order in the first
place to encourage the men to accept what is
laid down in the Bill, realisiag that it is all
in their own interests. Then we provide that
they ahall not be at a loss because of the
time occupied in the examinations. There is
in the South African Act no provision for
the reinibursing of the men for any loss of
time. The nine-owners there agreed that
they would pay for the loss of time, but I
think ire ought to make provision that if the
men are required to undergo examination,
they shall be released from their employment
by the mine-owners and the lost time paid
for. That is Dot asking too much of the mine-
owners. We are also making' provision that
where it is established on examination that
a man is suffering from tuberculosis, he shall
hi. notified under the hand of the Minister
that he cannot any longer engage in work in
a mine. I admit thant it appears to be a very
drastic step to take, hut it is in the interests

of all engaged in the industry. If hon. meis-
hers will glance through ertain paragraphs
of the report recently published as the result
of investigations by the flon. J. Cornell, they
w~ill see that on analyses of the sp~utum found
in different parts of the mines in South
Afri-a, it wa, found that a large percentage
of it carried the tubercale germ. We know
that the greatest destroyer of the tabercule
germ is the sun, and we know also that the
sun cannot reach the sputum 1,000 feet be-
lowv the surface. Therefore the mine becomes
a favourable breeding place for the germ,
and the tuhcrular patient is at once a men-
ace to others in the mine. Ta consequence,
every man suiffering from tuberculosis should
be withdrawn from the mine. It is further
provided that if a man is dissatisfied with
the medical decision arrived at, he may con-
sult another medical officer and make an ap-
peal against the original finding, subject to
his being able to attach to his appeal a cer-
tificate from the second medical officer that
in his opinion the miner is not suffering from
tuberculo aja. In those circumnstances the ease
will go before a board consisting of the
Principal Medical Officer or his appointee,
another medical officer appointed by the
miners, and a third appointed by the Govern-
ment.' Thus the question will bea considered
by a properly constituted board, the majority
of whom shall decide whether or not the
miner is suffering from tuberculosis. I hope
this will be the first step in the direction of
removing the possibility of the spread, of the
disease. Of course there will be differences
of opinion on the question of compulsory re-
moval of men infected by the germ. Mem-
bers will agree that, later on, after we have
established E raper data regarding the various
mines, probably it will be found necessary
not only to remove tubercular men, but also
other men who have reached a serious stage
of silicosis. It niay he necessary for the
State to render assistance to the men thus
withdrawn; for instance, we could give them
preference of employment in certain classes of
work. I know personally men who have'suf-
fered from silicosis in its early stages and, leav-
ing the mines, have come down to the metro-
politan area where, under the Minister for
Works, they have found employment in deep
drainage and sewerage operations, work for
which the miner is peculiarly suited. Those
isen have recovered from the disease. Ta the
interests of the State we must do what we
can to enable such men to earn a livelihood
without having to go to any fund for finan-
cial assistance. As we gather this data, we
can put our house in order and see whether
there are not certain classes of work where
we can use these men, drawn compulsorily
from the mining industry, and give them the
first preference in connection with those
classes of work. T will quote one paragraph
from the report to which T have referred.
It says-

It will thus be observed that silicosi,
is a non-organismal, non-inifectious disease;
it is more mechanical than anything else,
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and if an early case of silicosis were placed
in medically ideal surroundings, there is
no reason why it cannot be cured.

We do not attempt to do anything of the
sort. We permit a man to go on until he
breaks down, end then we find him asking for
some light job, such as that of a night watch-
man, and these jobs are Dot easy to find.
Such is the purpose of the Bill. Some mem-
bers will ask for something more. Some
will ask for provisions dealing with compen-
sation for men withdrawn from industries,
while others will ask for the establishment
of the relief fund on a different basis. I want
to impress upon those hon. members that, if
we establish a compulsory medical examina-
tion and withdraw all men suffering from
tuberculosis from the industry, we will have
made one step forward. That step forward
will enable us to make a comparison with
other aspects of work in the mines and assist
us to discover valuable information by com-
paring the conditions prevailing in the dif-
ferent districts. We will even be able to
find out things by comparing condijtions as
between mines in one district, by comparing
the various systems of ventilation and
sanitation, and so on. This can be
done before the time arrives when we will
have to consider the establishment of a fund
on a compulsory basis, following upon the
withdrawal of these men and placing them in
other occupations. Before we arrive at that
stage, we will be able to arrange effective
methods which will Assist us to reduce
the ravages of these diseases to a greater
extent than is possible to-day. I have al-
ready referred to the fact that certain forms
of dust 'have different effects. It has been
established almost to a certainty that in the
case of men working in quartz mines who
are transferred to coal mines, the effect of
the coal dust settling on the quartz dust in
the lungs is to make both forms of dust leave
the lungs altogether- It is a most remarkable
discovery but it has been well established.
On that basis, we might well endeavour to
arrange an exchange of miners. We might
arrange for some men who have been engaged
in mining for five or ten years but who do
not chow any outward sign of silicosis or any
other disease, to wrork in the coal mines while
men from the coal mines are sent to the
gold mines.

Mr. Wilson: Where did you get that data
regarding the effect of the two types of
dust?

Theo MINISTER FOR MLqES: ]From ex-
pert evidence.

Mr. Wilson: I doubt it.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: Scotchmen

doubt most things.
Mr. Wilson: It was not so when I was

working in the mines.
The IMNISTER FOR MINES: It has been

established by the best medical authorities.
Naturally the member for Collie (Mr. Wil-
son) has not taken a deep interest in this mat-
ter, because it does not affect the coal miner

as it does the gold mintir. I suggest to him
that he should read the report to which I
have referred.

Mr. Wilson: The same thing applies in the
ironstone mines, but it has no effect regard-
ing the coal mines.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
suggest that it applies to all forms of dust,
but it has been found to work as I have indi-
cated with gold miners and coal miners.

Mr. Underwood: Fibrosis is rather differ-
ent from silicosis.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is so.
I do not think it has any effect on fibrosis and
I have only spoken regarding the effect in
cases of silicosis. The assistance granted un-
der the present relief fund is nsatisfactory.
The miners in the Murchison district decline
to make any further contribution. We have
to face the position, that if miners in the
Murchison district become complete wrecks,
as they can become--

Mr. Munaic: And as they are in some cases.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: They will

come upon the State to bear the whole bur-
den. We might be justified in making it com-
pulsory that they should continue their con-
tributions to the Miners' Relief Fund until
we get over the period necessary to collect
the data. But I hope that the Murchison
men will continue to voluntarily- pay into the
fund for the time being. I do not know bow

long it will take to carry out the medical
examinations of the men and get all the neces-
sary data, so that we may arrive at some
definite scheme. I urge the Parliamentary
representatives of the mining districts to im-
press upon the men that we 'are making a
step forward. Having taken that step for-
ward, we cannot go back. The tiners them-
selves should appreciate the fact that we are
taking a step forward that will lead to aL
betterment of their conditions, and for that
reason, they should voluntarily continue their
payments to the fund. I do not intend to
interfere with the fund as it is at present.
I did discuss the question with the represen-
tatives who control that fund, and they urged
me to make the contributions compulsory.

Mr. Wilson:± Why should you not do so?
The MINISTER FOR MINES: If we were-

not taking the couise of acetion I have out-
lined,) I would undoubtedly submit a Bill to
make those contributions compulsory. We are
moving along different lines, however. I am
not satisfied merely to build up a fund to,
provide relief for persons who become
afflicted from these diseases. I would prefer
to face the question fairly and squarely in an
Attempt to eradicate the diseases. I believe
we can do something Along those lines, but
we canaot do anything until we collect the
necessary data. We should proceed along the
lines I hare indicated, and it is better to
adopt that course rather than' spend large
sums of money from the Treasury and from
the money provided by the mine-owners and
the men in building up a fund for the mere
relief of persons suffering from these seriona
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diseases. I believe that will
method to adopt. I move-

That the Bill be now read a
On motion by Mr. 'Munsie,

jou~ned.

House adjourned at 9.55

Zegtetattpc (Lou
Wednsedayj, 30th August,

Question: MnUing accdenlt. ..
Bil: Broose HMl Recourse, it&.
A~ddrus4l-reply. Seventh day ..

The PRESIDENT took the
P.M., and read prayers,

QUESTION-MINING AC(
Hon. H. SEDDON (for HQ.]

asked the Minister for Educati,
lay on the Table of the Housea
lating to the winding engine o
Horseshoe Estates, Limited, on
accident occurred in December I

The MINISTER FOR EDU
plied: A previous motion havinj
in the Legislative Assembly co
subject, and requesting that the
there tabled, it will be aeeessi
the result of snch motion.

BILL-BROOME HILL RACI
Received from the Assembly,

first time.

ADTSRESS-IN-REPL;
Seventh Day.

Debate resnmed from the pre'
Hon. J. EWING (South-West

is very interesting to be able
few remarks on this most inipo
I1 have listened to the speeches vx
greatest of pleasure, but I have
well satisfied with the opinions
garding the great immigration
itiated by the Premier. Thitt
have already addressed the H1ot
quite possible that all other
give their views.

be the best Hlan. J1. Duffeil: Is it necessary?
Hon. 3. EWING: It may help to elucidate

second time, some of the points and encourage the Minister
to answer the very important questions whichdebate ad- have been raised and which call for
explanation. This is one of the most import-

p.m. ant sessions in the history of the Pitrliament
of Western Australia. fi am satisfied that we
are at the parting of the ways, one way lead-
ing to failure and the other to prosperity
Some members have evinced a slight fear re-
garding the policy now laid before the coun-
try. Mr. Willmott, representing the great
South-West, and other members, see in this
scheme the prospect of great prosperity for
Western Australia. The Premier's work has
been recognised throughout the length and

LNCU. breadth of the State and the people are look-
ing forward to the future with the greatest

193. pleasure and the greatest hope. It is not
necessary at this stage to dilate on the finn-
cial position. It is sufficient to say that thie

PAns financial position is serious. The Government
.. .. 467 are confronted with -many difficulties and the

45? way out is not easy to find, but the
way pointed to us by the Premier
seems to be the surest. The onus

Chair at 4.s0 is upon the Ministers who are govern-
ing the country to find some way out. Some
members-among them Mr. Lovekin-have.
expressed fears regarding the Premier 'a

ZIDENT. schemne, and it seems that the position has
not been made quite clear. As I under-

E. H. Harris) stand it the :Premier has arranged for a
On: Will he loan of £6.000,000, one-third of the interest
hll reports re- to be found by the State Government, One-
athe Golden third by the Federal Government and onp-

whieh a fatal third by the Imperial Government. There
st? are obligations attached to the lending of

CATIO re- this money. The total obligation upon the
CAIO bentbed Commonwealth Government and the Im-
neenn thble perial Government amounts to £600,000.

ncering his This is the total each will have to PaY On
se papers be the £6S,000,000 during the five years, after
try to await which the whole responsibility will rest

upon the State. 1t- must he recognised by
every sensible person that unless some
assistance were forthcoming at the present

ECOURE. moment, it would not be possible for West-
and read a emn Australia to embark upon such a policy.

What would it mean to Western Australia?
During the five years the State Government
would have to find by way of interest no

y less a sum than £1,800,000. We would also
have to pay for the transport of all the
people who are to be brought here but who,

rious day. under this scheme, will come free of cost to
the State. The obligation would be alto-

[4.35]: It gether too great for the State to under-
to ma-ke a take at present. During the first five years

rtant debate. the Federal Government and the Imperial
utde with the Government will pay in interest £E1,200,000.
not been too This amount will be saved to the State. All
expre~ed re- the immigrants are to be landed here free

scheme in- of charge to the State.
eenu members Hon. A. Lovekin : That was arrangedl
se and it is long ago.

nemabers wil Han. .1. EWYNG: The benefit still re-
mains; the Leader of the House will doubt-
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